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"The Magazine That
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Man, in his quest for the stars, cannot achieve his goal in short runs. Where
other, current stf publications are content to explore the realms of space and
speculative thought in shorter leaps via novelets, novellas, serial installments
and short stories, SATELLITE takes the big jump for the stars with a completes,

book-length novel in every issue.

The best developed and written, the best presented and the most beloved and
widely-read science fiction stories have, almost without exception over the years,
appeared in this larger dimension. So, if you want modern stf at its best and most
complete, both in writing and presentation, along with a choice selection of short

stories in each edition, read S ATELLI TE.
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New

S-F Magazine:

VENTURL "seience 1Tiction

ROBEHT P ZIILLS IS EDITCR

Hew York, August 14, (ClS) ~ 1956 will
go dovn as -the year the science-fiction
resession  broké and new s~f mazgs beszan
to apoear again. Todsy = new science-~
fiction magazine was announced by Fne
tesy House,publishers of Fontasy & Sci-
goce Yictione It will be called YIH-
TUT3 Scienge Fiction, 128 pages, bi-~
montiily at first, digest-slze, trirmed
edges, a.n d 35¢ an issue. Robert P,
.i11s, tionaging Dditor o f
Scicuge Fictipn, will be full editor,
while Anthony Boucher will be Senior
Alvisory Lditore The magazine will have
a full solored cover and some interior
t1lustrations,

- V.UTURE will carry either a short
novel of aporox, 20 ~ 25,000 words, or

J
u:‘- Tt T - § { ) [ =T

Fontasy &

two noveletes o £ approx 15,000 words
each per issue, plus shorts up to £,£00
wordse DPayment will be 1¢ to 1 1/2¢ a
word on acceptence,

lire 1411ls is sceking complete st~
ories, not just afterthoughts, He wants
stories that have beginnings, middles
and endings, ‘Here the story is the im—
portant thing. T he stories will be
somewhat on the adventure science-flc—

tion type, tho not necessarily space-
opera,
Pirst issue .will be dated either

December 1956, o r Jonuary 1957  and
should be on the stands late this Fall,
For more detzils see lir, ills article
on page 23,

R ——

“Jhe World Of Jomorrow Joday!’

SQI¥NCT FICTIG ADVINTURES is Lerry T,
Shaw's new s~r maz's title,
(see »ome 3 for the compiete story)
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_FANTASY-TIMNES BOOK REVIETS

| by James Blish

BOOK PUBLISHLIS PLoASE IIOTES

Book and pocket-book publishers who
care to have their books reviewed in
this colum, should send their books

direct to James Blish, 135 West 84th
Strect, New York 24, ew Yorke, This
will smeed getting the review in Fag~
tasy~limes, ~The Lditors

SDACE TRAVEL: A "Bibliography of
1zlish~Language Titles, By Dale Re
orutn, 3001 Kyle Ave,, linneapolis 22,
linne, 1956, 15 83" x 11 Poey  paper
covers: $l,

— -

This mimeographed wamphlet lists
83 booxs, by title, author, and chrono-
logically, in turne Those who own the

1954 edition of Ley's ROCK.TS, (ISSILES
ATD SPAC. TRAVEL will  probably find
that the more recent listings i n the
Smith volume are too feww to merit the
expenditaupe of a dollar, On the other
hand, anyone wondering where to start
nizht be well advised t o buy Smith's
pamphlet, whicn is intelligently done
and quite free of titlés by saucer man—
iacs and similar trash, I can think of
a nuwber of recent s~f writers who have
obviously never cracked a text on space
travel in their lives; let them begin
here, with a reliable list,

I EE SHRUKIN by Richard
dytneson,  Gold uedal, Hew York, 1956,
192 Dpey 35¢,

Despite the assistance of a Dr,
Sylvia Traube, this Ilatheson beok is
not a science~fiction story ertcept by
courtesy, T h e Shrinking ian shrinis
because he has been sprayed with radio-
active DDT, which is priinitive nonsense
n o ; matter how much medical’ jargon Dr,
Tra.ube adds to shore it up, Illatheson

has yet to leam +that 1in s~f there is
no substitute for domg your QoWr, Nnomem
work, and making sure you understand it
before you turn it in,

ks
lta
{65
o
38
lo
E

The story ltself is that of a man

who shrinks a seventh of an inch a day,
and who meets the usual terrors =~ in
particular, a spider in a cellar, It
is written in a sort of continuous hys~
terical shrieksy the first and second
chapters swmlarize t h e novel, and
since you're not duty-bound as I was to
read it all the way to thé end, I oan't
see why you should bothers

by William Temn,
1BEEe W52

THE HUMAN AGLT,
Ballantine Books, ilew York,
PPes D2DET, 35¢.

T h ¢ advortising-ridden world we
live in has conditioned us all to think
that everything has 't o be either the
Greatest, or Howhereo, To call a man "a
top-notch minor writer" is a deadly inw
sulty b u t this is just what William
Tem ise He writes few long stories,
or stories with ma}jor themes, and the
day when he writes a novel worth notic~
ing is unlikely %o comes but he can't
be matched at the concoetion of short,
skillful tales with sharp points, firm
internal structure, and the creepiest
brand of gallcws humor in the busincss,

These eight stories are all smell
and slight, except for the title story
and "Jednesday's Ch).lcl“ which hardly
exist at all, and "”he Plat~Eyed Ilonm
ster¥, which 1 s a satire upon a s-f
plot so ancient that most modern read=—
ers arec unlikely to get the joke, &4ll
of them rely heavily upon meologisis
(skindrom, gardunax, gloor, skubbets,
askebac, rilg‘,’ krrgllwsa, fahrtuch,~
skreet, launt, pmbff, glrmk, gurd, hip-
plestatch, semble—swol, flefnobe, gudl,
zamshklns, plet, sk:uns, bebblewort,
grepsas, fnesh, blelg, fermfnaks, mai~
zeltoovers, etc,) which may convulse
you if you're easily convulsed and not
easily borcds, Five out of eight of
them were neat, smooth and amusing in
their original appearances as magazinge
stories, Not a one of them, however,
is strong enough’ to withstaand being
read 3 second time,

In shorts o good buy, if you
missed most’ o £ the stories the first
time arounde I £ youlve been reading
(laxy through 1954~-5, save your 35¢,

Subscribe to "FANTASY~TIMESY
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Shaw’s New S
Science Fictio

IT*S HOT A u(L’ JIETATICH OF RAYZIOND!'S
"SCILTCE PICTICH 4 DVETTURES!

ew Yorx, 22 incust, (OGiS) =~ Larry T.
wwr epncunced  today that tho title of
his new magozine will be Science Fic-
tion Adventures. This is not a contin-
wavin o igymond's s -~ f mag Scicnc
Figtion Adventures edited by Herry Har-
rison, but a brand new megazine start-
ing with Vole 1 = Nos 1, 2n d has no
connection whatsoever with Hsymond's
magZe
Cover will be by IZmsh, mmd inter-—

G &

iors by .m.)h John Giunta and Bowman,-—

The first issue will contain: (short
novels }"The 3tar Combers"” by Ede Hamil—
ton; "Secret )f The Green Invaders" by
Robert Rzndally and "Battle For .uhe
Thousand Suns" by Calvin Knox and Davi
Gordane (short) "Haldg" by Harlan L‘lii-
S0N, Plus an editorial and & coluwns
"he Fan Space" by Archibald Desting,
The first issue dated December '56
will b e on the stands arcumd October
lst, The magazine is a bi-monthly, 123
voes, dizest, trimmed edges and 35,

FRIEND OF FANTASY DEAD

Hollwcol, 10 Aug 56 (B315) = MILTON LU~
BT, 47, reviewer for the daily f£ilme

Fourmal, Hollywood Renortery who ine—
t’*ouwc'l the term "scientifiction" into
its roces, died unexpectedly of a heart
attaci here fodsy, He was &uthor of the
fantasy book THE SPIRI? “7AS - WILLING,

vublished in 1981 by GrecnbergiPubli-
sher, His wife, Elaine, had studied

Lgperanto, and the Lubans were close
personal friends of Forvy Ackerman, who
had Just placed a satire by him with
Ticgr, Luban collaborated with XKen
Crosscn on an original screen treat=
(concluded on page 10, colwm 1)

F Mag To Be
n Adventures

DRACULA DEAD
AT 73

Speeial to Fontasy-Times from
Forrest J Ackerman

A stolke was deiven  thru his heart
a thousand times, and still he rose
from the dead; but 2 heart attack at 73
has &t Ilast stilled Bela Lugosi, the
star of a hundred horror films, wio was
most ivx'clmately identified with the
1'010, on stagé and screen, of Bram Sto-
koer's vanpire, I was the 99th person
to pass b¥ his coffin at his funerol,
18 Aug 56, ilanly P, Hall, the metapiy-

sgcisn wno artied him to tho womsn Wio

| had bew nhis fon for many years, was o~
*nong those niresent at hils services; a3
were Tor Jomson, who appeared with him
in "Bride of the Monster'; Zolfan Korda
~brothier of the late &lex who produccd
THINGS TO COME; Jon Grollman, fantazsy
£ilm follower cxtraordinarys; and Dlick
Sheiffield, sefe fan and ILugosi fan #l,
in fact the last perscn to see the ac~
tor alove. Toung 3heffield, together
with nis friend Iilike Spenmcer, another
teenage admirer o Lugosi, was one of
the pall-bearers,

On ¢ne oir the rare mcetings that I
missed out of nearly 1000 at the Los
Angeles Science Fantasy Society, I re~
turned from & preview of The Sesrch for
Bridey awphy to be Iinformed by phone
around midaite by Dieck Shefficld thst
Bela Iugodi had’ passed avey that day,
the 16th of Aug,

Stranze, I thot, as I sat during
the seivices, what a difference 1o
blocks and several weeks can makes for
just a month or so before, Bela had ap~

(concluded on page 10, colum 1)

-3—
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ACE BOOK NEWS

by Donald A, Wollheim

Here's what?s doing in Ace science
fiction during the next few months:
Aucust: '"Overlords From Space" by Jos-

evh E, Kelleam is an original novel
of future invasion from the planets
by an old-time author, This will be
teamad with a reprint of "The Man Who
Mastered Time" by Ray Cummings, which
is one of the old masterts best and
which will also serve to test out his
sogcial talents on the present world
cf s-f reuders.

Secionizar: "The Green Nueen” by Margar-

v St, Clair is an unusual interplan-
etary of an atomic world, written
with her flair for colorful fantasy.
It will be teamed with a reprint of
"Three Thousand Years" by Thomas Cal-
vert McClary, a time-tested favorite,

Cctober: "The End O f The World" is a
nzw anthology, edited by Den Wollheim
and conteining six novelettes by such
writers as Heinlein, Clarke, Dick,
etc,, all dealing with the title sub-
Ject as scen by each writer, e R
be a 254 singie,

Also in October's lists will b e

a paper-back reprint of "The Expleits
Of Sherlock Holmes", which i s the
continuation of that famous sleuth's
adventures as written by Doyle's son
and John.Dickson Carr. I know a lot
of fans are followers of old Sherlock
and will want this,

Novemcer: "“The Fawns Of Null-A" by A.
E. van Vogt, This is the long-await=-
ed book version of the sequel to "The
World Of Null-A" (magazine title was
"Plavers", not "Pawns"). Van has re-
vised it siightly (but not shortened
it) and it still stands up as one of
his really top masterpieces., It's
long and will sell for 354 by itself.

Coming Up: "The Man Who Japed" by Fhil-
ip K. Dick 1is-a really terrific soc-
izl satire of a future world, possib-
by the best to date of this amazing

new writer, We will probably do it
as a single, Possibly December, Al-
so o hand i s "Star Ship" by E..C.
Tubb, which 1 s a good novel on the
theme of Heinlein's "Universe" and
which was recently seralized in lew
Horlds. In January we may do "Star
Guard" by Andre Norton, 0l g e 1] CAREORY,
from Harcourt Brace, and we have also
contracted for "This Fortress World"
by James E., Gunn, which w a s never
serialized an d is a good galactic
novel, We have also taken paper-back
rights to "The Report On Unidentified
Flying Cbjects" b y Edward Ruppelt,
which you may recall is recommended
by Boucher and others as one of the
very few acceptable books o n that
subject., We may do this early next
year. Also due next year will be an-
other anthology, this on e on "The
Earth In Peril',

That!s all for now,.

We wish to express our sincere grat-
itude to our congratulatory advertis-
ers, without whose kind cooperation
this dssue would not be possible,

~The Editors

_DOUBLEDAY S-F BOOK NEWS

| by Walter I, Bradbury

Doubleday scisnce~fiction for the
immediate future Ilines up as follows,

As you doubtless know, our recent
publications included Issac Asimov's
"Th e End Of Eternity", Robert iHein-
lein's "Double Star" and "Dragon In The
Sea" b y Frank Herbert, We also haove
been regularly publishing the annual
"Best From Fantasy & Science Fiction"
edited by Tony Boucher. Forthcoming
titles include the sixth series of the
latter, t o be published Jannary 10,
1957. O n January 24, 1957, we will
have "The Naked Sun'" by Isaac Asimov,
and on February 7, 1957, "The Docr Into
Summer", a really top-notch new novel
by Bob Heinlein, 1 are hard covers &
they all sell for $2.95, except the Tory
Boucher antholzszy,which has been $3.50.

3

wl

‘*T
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WORLD NEVUSFAX

by Forrest J Ackerman

ALFRLD BESTER, Robert A, Heinlein,
Ray Bradbury, Vard Hoore, Ted Sturgeon,
and several other top echelon s.f, au-
thors are being sought by the Uiiv, of
Chicago as lecturers this winter in &
course on the art of sci-fi writing,
Aporearances of Bester and Heinlein have
already been assured by ilark Reinsberg,
go~chwirman of the 24 VWorld SI* Convene—
tion, wno is organizing the course for
thie Tnivorsity.

Oat in Hollywood, chances look
very strong for Bradbury to have his
own video program of 39 Bradburyarns,
He is currently worlzing on the future
portion of an operetta for Chas Laushe
ton, wherein Martian astronomers argue
ageinst the possibility of life én
Barth because "there is tco rmch oxygen
theres" That figures)

Fred Shroyer, an actifsn of yes~
teryeary, and one of the all~time top
sci~fsy ©bookollectors & tibliophiles
(he had mpuch to do with the preparation
and crcation of THI SHTCKLIST Of SCI-
FACE FISTIN) apoears as  higself~— in
technicolor .a n d cinemascopo=-—in the
otheiwise nonfantastic suspense films,
A Kiss Before Iving, He's the Lnglish
Lit, prof, who lectures to the collieg—
iens, his recalife profession, Similar-
Iy, Bill Barker, Denver newsman and stf
fan, plays himseclf in The Secarch for

1b ielchior's’ "Commmnity Hind" has been
bought for FU, Incidentally—attention
Judy Herrill——take a special look ab
lielchior!s TIE RACER vhen &t hits the
stands about Ozt 1lst in Escapades a few
doys after paving a nickel a word for
this strong story the editor vhoned ne
that his conscience was hurting him for
stealing and he was sending over a vol-
untary bonus ocheck] The lastime that
sort of tning happened was when Xlzyhoy
popped for an’ extra check on Beawaoni's
"Crooket ilan', :
RAY CUMMINGS, who has sold 99,995
of evorything he ever wrote—and his SF
career strefches ‘'way back to before
the term ever had any significance——nas
a novelet up his sleeve for Infinity's
companione,eSale of Ld Hemilton's Jeird
Toicr, PY@IY ISLAITD, should be consum
mted by the time this aprears in print
~puarchaser being Sol Lesser Studios,
with Pom {Donovan's Brain) Gries sct to
directessodack Williamson is simultane~
ously at vworlk on a new novel and a film
treatment called MYSTERIOUS UNIVLASIaea
Cummings! '"War-Nymphs of Verms™ rmuy
serve as a basis for a Beaumont scroen
treatment, Jueen of the Universeo..Bill
Alland of Universal is looking at on
original by Gilvert Frye, Quecn of =000
I have been asked to ¢o the intro=-
duction to the WHO'S “HO OF SCI~iLocsae
David Grimnell's "Radioagtive Bachelor™
will be reprinted in Squipesssd £ooit=
tall fantasy by el Sturgis & Les Cule
will be mublished in season in FZBFeree
VENTURL Sci—Fi has bought one by Beuu-

Bridey lurphy,

ie¢len Urban has sold "The Cat and
the Conaries™ to Fantastic Univg editor
Santesson has also accepted another Is,
from a” member of the distaff side,
"Grove of the Unborn" by Lyn Venablesse

Authentic Sci-Fi has bought "Fulfill~
neat? by AE van Vogt, M"¥In A’ Good
Cause—~t" Yy Isaac Asimov, and Cleve

Cartmill's "You Can't Sgy That",
Asimov yarn is also scheduled for Ger-—
man translation, and Ay Merritt's Burm
Witch Burn! has been sold to Germanyese
Chzrles Beaumont's "In His Image" will
aspear in a future Imaszinationg "~But
the Patient Lived" by Harry Varnmer Jr
has ' been accepted by IF; Clive Jackson
is in the Oct Bachelior with a reprint
from Fantastie Worlds of "Susan'p and

The’

monteeeSgimid Zlonthly will follow Ip-
finity's lead and reprint from fanzircs
starting with Shangri~L4 and Fan Sls.tg
seeseeThe producer of NOT OF THIS LiitH
phoned me at 11 o’clock (pm), just De-
fore boarding a plane for Hawaii, with
o, cash offer for THE POWLR that tHoped
the price paid for "Wno Goes “here?’ ,
"The Twonky"”, "Deadly City" and c:her
scientifilmed properties of the past,
Unfortunately, 1 don't represent Frank
Robinson, but the deal has been relaycd
to himse,The Jopanese have produaced-
their first sci~fi film "in color, a
monster from Oriental spaces

Althcugh this issue sells for 25¢, our
price is still 10y an issue, or 2,00 2
Year. subscribe ndie —~odg
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_FANTASY FORECASTS

Coming Up Next In The Pros

FANTASTIC UNIVERSE ~ November 1956:

Cover by Hannes Bok --— Features: Judith
Merril's 14,500 word"Exile From Space';
and Michael Shaars! 10,000 word "Con-~
quest Over Time"; and includes short
stories by Harry Harrison, Sam Merwin,
Jr., and Thebdore Pratt, plus a short-
short by Sam lioskowitz,

FANTASTIC UNIVERSE - December 1956:

Cover by Hannes Bok -~ features: Robert
F. Young's 11,000 word "Wish Upon A
Star"; and Robert E, Howard's short st-
ory, "3ods Of The North", Also stories
by Evelyn E, Smith, Kenneth Bulmer,-
Hannes Bok, Walt Sheldon, ¥ark Reins-
berg and others. "Gods Of The North"
is a newly discovered short story by
Howard.

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION - Nov, 1956:

"The Door Into Summer® (2nd of 3 parts)
by Robert A. Heinlein, "Lullaby for a
Changeling" (verse) by Doris P. Buck,
~ "Flying Pan" by Robert F. Young, "The

Truth of the Matter" (article) by G.
Harry Stins, "Zeepsday" b y Gordon R,
Dickson, "Recommended Reading" (dept.)
by Anthony Boucher, "The Hero Comes" by
Idris Seabright,GIMMICKS THREE: A Trip-
tych: "The Brazen Locked Room" by Is-
aac Asimov, "Time Trammel"” b y Mirian
Allen deFord, & "Impact With the Devil"
vy Theodore R, Cogswell, Cover Paint-
ing and interior illos by Kelly Freas
(#1lustrating "The Door Into Summer!).

SUFER SCIDNCE Fiction -~ February 1957:

Editor W. W. Scott reports that t h e
first issue of Super Science fiction is
now at the binders and should be on the
stands about September 15th., The second
issue will contain: Emsh on the cover,
Freas, Emsh and Orban have done the in-
gide illos. Story contents will b e:
"Every Day Is Christmas" b y James E,
Gunn,  "The Woman'!s Touch" by Evelyn E,
Smith, "The Laying O n Of Hands"by

. The next novel

PALMER'S NEW TARZAN
NOVEL WILL APPEAR —
TARZANLESS!

PRINTER DELAYS "OTHER WORLD"

by Ray Palmer

Amherst, Wisc., 13 Auge. (CNS) - Cther
Worlds skipped a month because printer
got behind on schedule,and we were com—
ing out late, so we had to re-date, as
we'd lose a lot of sales by having an
"old" cover date on the magazine,

Tarzan people just aren't interes-
ted, and in fact, are scornful of the
idea, They claim Byrne is a lousy wri-
ter (they did not read his Tarzan nov-
el, so they are qualified to say this—
and their additional comment, that the
novel was very bad.) Also, they claim
there was no response t o our plea to
write in, Anyway, Tarzan will never be
republished. They are satisfied with
the TV, movie a n d comic income, and
they are Jjust not interested 1in the
book market, not even reprints. The
books published by Whitman are sort of
"movie publicity" things.

However,the fans will get the Tar-
zan novel, Names changed, is all, Also
a group of new novels leading up to it,
so as +to set a firm basis of plot. I
think the series will be top stf, and

will b e proud teo have them in Other
Worlds.

Charles V. De Vet,"Counterfeit Culture"
by Manly Banister, '"Mr. Lonliness" by
Henry Slesar; also Curtis W. Coswitt,
Harlan Ellison and Ellin Hart.

_GALAXY S~F NOVEL series;

in this series is "Tar-
nished Utopia"and will be on the stands
in September,

ARE YOU MOVING? 1If and when you do, do
not forget to let us know, so that we
can send your Fantasy-Times to the new-
address, and thus you!ll not miss an is-
sue, Inform us as soon as possible,.

o



eom—_——

15th Ammiversary Issue Fantasy=-Times ~ Poge %

THE FANTASY RICORD | '

by Frank R, Prieto, J re

SCIEHCE/FAITASY MAGAZTIES OUT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR JUNL, 19562

WAIIER DATE |PRICE Pjs.‘mS ,D.L.q,m ATE O] STANDS CHEDULR
Gelaxy Science fiction | luze 135¢ 1144 [Digest [Jume 6, 1956 Monthly
Fantastic Universe S P | A, i35¢ 1128  |Digest lWJune 7. 1956 Hontily
Anazing Stories JJuly [35¢ 130 [Digest |June 7, 1956 Monthly
Astounding Scicnce Fiction |July35¢ B62 [Digest loune 18, 1956 |llonthly
If ~ Vorlds of S F Aug, |35¢ 1120 Digest iJune 14, 1956 | Bi-lonthly
Fontasy & Scicnce Fiction Aug, |35¢ 128 |Digest [dJune 25, 1956 1 llonthly
Other ‘Jorlds Sept |35¢ 98 {Pulp |Junc 25, 1956 ! Bi~dionthly
Lpazinative Tales { Sept [35¢ 130 |Digest |June 28, 1956 | Bi-lonthly

During June 1956, 8 oclence/fantaoy magezines came oute 7 were digests costing
$2445 and 1 was pulp costing 35¢ for a total of (2,80, The 7 digests conuamod
942 pages and the 1 pulp had 98 pages making a2 total of 1,040 pages.

HOT SCIEVCE/FANTASY, BUT O IFTLRDST:

Fote TJuly135¢ 1130 _iDigest {Juue B4 1956 | lonthly
iystic™® ' July i35¢ 130 'Ll_)l';est June 7, 1956 Bi-ilontily

Title to be changed to Search with Septembei° 1956 issues

SCIENCE/FANTASY HEGAZIFES OUT IN THE UNITED STATHS FOR JULY, 19563

H A5 MR ; TE|SRICE |PAGES |S1ZE DATT: O STANDS | SCHEDULE
Fantastic Universe ST Sept |36¢ 1128 Dizest lguly 5, 1956 tonthly
Fantastic® Oct o 155¢ 130 {Dicest jguly 10, 1956 Bi~iionthly
Amazing Stories Aug |35¢ 130  {Direstiduly 12, 1956 {Honthly
Astounding Science Fiction |[Aug[35¢ 162 |Digest |July 12, 1956 |Manthly
Science TFiction Stories Sept |35¢ 44  Digest |dnly 17, 1956 |Bi~lignthly
Imazination Science Fiction | Oct, |35¢ 30  [Dicestiduly 17, 1956 |[Ni-lionthly
Fentasy & Science Fiction Sept |35¢ 1128 [Digest (July 23, 1956 {ilonthly
Infinity Science Fiction .. |Oct, [85¢ 1130 [Dicest July 31, 1956 |Bi-ionthly

* "Dream Izsue

Durmg July 1955, 8 sc1ence/funtasy magazines came oute All were dizests costing
52480 and contalnlno' 1,082 pages, b

HOT SCIINCE/FTANTASY. BUT OF INTER .I:.ST.

Tote 1Sent [35¢ 11530 [Dinest|July 264 1956° | Uonthly

r

ATE YOU TIRED of sending in Two Dollars | SE:I THAT WUIBEFR after youwr name on the
yvear after year in order to get Faantasy | mailer? That's . the last issue of F-L
§10

~Iires? You are? \Vhy not send us’ you have coming to, yous Flease re~sub-
ané we'll sec to it that you!ll set our | scribe hefore your sub expires an 4
newspaper forevera (or wutil it folds.) | thus not miss an issue, __ ~cds

-,.-M
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DITISH SCIINCE TICTIQY LS

by llichael Corper

"The Coffoe’ Pot" {(Slotkin)e  The cover
is by' Q’\linn.

ey Worlds S-F, Wos 49, July 1956, con

The film "Forbidden Flanet" 1 s being
shown in London,

A short while a g o, the Sunday paper
"lews Of The orld" published a magas
zine calleda Rocket, costing 4d,., f o r
youngsters, I t contains s—f strip-
cartocns and tvechnical, illustrated
shace articles, It is’ edited hy war-—
time ace, Douglas Bader,

o

LIT-3175, GCs2847.56, aontains a Story
by Kenneth Long, "The Dead Plsnet',

—

fo

D47 BOXKs (pbs) have rscently published
"7lizht Into Space",by USA's mag Tinme's
Science Lditor J¢ Hs Leonard; & "The
Green Hills Of Earth" (Heinleinl,
Astounding S-F, BRI, for July 19565 has
"Double Star" {Pte 1) (Heinlein)s
"Clearical Error'" (Clifton), "Silent
Brother" (Janvier), "Chsins Of Comnand"
(Ehein), "The Prisoner" (Anvill; an d
deptsg¢ The cover is ty ‘freas, wio also
does interior illos, as do .msh and van
Dongene

Astounding S-F, BRE, for August 1956,

contains "Double Star"(Pte2) (Heinlein)
"Txploration Team" (Leinster), *ifan In
The Sky" (Bedrys), "Minor Ingredient®
(:sPsRussell), %A "Hice Little Wiche"
(Cooper)s and depts. The cover by Lmsh,
Interior illos are by lmsh, Freas and
van Dogen,

The Atlas Publishing & Distributing Co.
Ltcde, wWho bring out Astounding S-F BRi,
cditions, advise m e that as Jrom the
Wovomber ish, they are reverting to the
sli itly larzer format of 1954/65, so
that as much as possible from the orig—
inal American ecditions, e.8s the Psion~-
ics articles, may be Iincludeds

Scignce~Fantagy, Nos 19 brings us "The

Climbing Wave'" (Bradley),"The Unjarmon-
ioug Word" (Chandler), '“/hen Gabriel.."
(Bromer)y, "Stair Trick" (Clingeimanl,
"T00 Perfect" (I,R.Jones), "Piles"(Nev~-
ard), "Breathing Space" (Guthriel, and

tains: "D I o Untouchables" (Perril,
"psyclops" (Aldiss), "Birthright® (D-y)
“Phe Hasters" (Sellings),"Final Lecson®
(Bounds ), and the end of sérial "V/ho
Speaks 0f Conquest?" (Uright), There
is an article, "Guided iissiles"(Joans)
and deptse  Lditor Carmell's Hditorial
concérns t h e Dbest USA s~ shorts of
1955, The cover is by Quinn (Surgery
on a Hospital Spoceshipf, and interior
illos by him, and Taylor, This monith's
"Profile" is on Arthur Sellings.

From nos on, the title nanels will De
in a different colour every month, both
for New JJorlds and Scicnce-Fantasy,

MDXICAW SCIIFCE FICTION NETS

—

| by I. L. Jacobs

Am hapoy to report that the Mexican S~F
magazine "ENignas" continues publica~
ticne Although plagued by the shortage
of wmaper in liexico, it has reached Vol~
ume 1, Fwnber 9 which i s the latest-
iscue (Althoush dated April 1956)s The
translations are uniforaly excellent
and the editor Bernardino Diaz has so
far resisted the entreaties of the pur~
ists who want publication o £ all the
old classic war-horses from the Geims~
back era, regardless of how dated they
are,

Vole 1 #6 (Jenmary 1956): Novel: "Fly-
ing Brains" by Joseph J, Willardes Sh~
ort stories: "Dormant! by A.li.van Vozt;
"The Girl from The Year 2957" by Kend~
ell Foster Crosseni "Decisive Factorihy
Panl Laurence Poyne; "ias It Human?" by
Alan E? ourse, Dents: "Scientific Ade
vances" (short notes by Lewis Island);
"Unmerciful Heavens' ("The Lra Of Speed!
by 'He Hells

Vol, 1 7 (Fcoruary 1956): Novel: "In-
tersellar Insurance" by Kendell Foster
Crossens uHovelette: "April In Canter—
bury'" by Roymond Fe Jones, Short stor-
iesy "That's It Like On Illars?" by Lde
(conciuded on pasze 10, colum 1)
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SCIENTI-~BOOKS

by Stephen J. Takacs

NEW SCIENCE/FANTASY BOOKS OUT:

HIGHWAYS IN HIDING by George O,Smith
Gnome Press, NY, %3.00, June 22, 1956.

M E N, MARTIANS & MACHINES by Eriec
Frank Russell, Roy Publishers, N.Y.,
$3.00, June 22, 1956,

NERVES by Lester del Rey, Ballantine

Books, WY, clothbound edition, $2,00,
June 28, 1956,
STAR BRIDGE " by Jack Williamson and

James E. Gunn,
June 28, 1955,

UFO AND THE BIBLE by M. K. Jessup,
(non-fiction),  The Citadel Press, NY,
$2.50, July 17, 1956,

THE TRUTH ABOUT FLYING SAUCERS b y=
Aime Mitchel,~ Criterion Books, N.Y,
£3.95, July 1, 1956.

T HE- MAN WHO MASTERED TIME by Ray
Cummings,& OVERLORDS OF SPACE by Joseph
E. Kelleam, (both in 1 book), Ace Nov-
els, NY, 35¢, July 27, 1956,

THREE TO CONQUER by Eric Frank Rus~
sell, Bourecy an d Curl, NY, $2.59,
June 27, 1956,

THE HUMAN ANGLE by William Tenn Bal-
lantine Books, Ny, 35¢, July 30, 1956

NOT "THIS AUGUST by C. M. Kornbluth,
Bantam Books, NY, 35¢, July 31, 1956,

SCIENCE FICTION OMNIBUS, edited by-

A ¢ e Novels, NY, 35¢,

.Groff Conklin, Berkeley Books, NY, 35¢,

August 17, 1956,

I, LIBFLTINE by fFederick R. Ewing",
the hoax book, originally conceived by
disc jockey Jean Shepard., Received so
much publicity as a non-existent book ~
that Ballantine Books, Inc,, NY decided
to publish a book under that title and
assigned Theodore Sturgeon to write it.
Ballantine Books, NY, 35¢, cloth bound,
$2,00, Augzust 21, 1956,

SCIENCE FICTION NEWSSCOPE

FANTAST-TIMES CLASSIFIED ADS 3

2¢ per word, including name, address &
zone number, 25 words minimum, remitt-
ance with copy. FANDOM HOUSE, F.O. Box
#2331, Paterson 23, New Jersey.

FOR SATE: 10¢ for copy o f "Phantasy &
Fact, mimeographed fiction, article,
magazine, WANTED: No, 11 Mystic, Ke. 1
Adult Tales of Terror, early Weird Tal-
es, hobert Stock, 2449 19th Street,
Cuyahoga Falls, Oth.

I WILL TRADE British s-f books and mag-
azine for U. S. s-f magazines. Send~
for list, Mike Birrell, 10 North Street
St, Leonards—on-Sea, Suzzex, ENGLAND,
FOR S4LE: 200 s-f books and magazines
of all types. No premium prices - all
below cost. Write dimmediately f or
list, David E. Lesperance, 715 W, Queen
Street, Inglewood, Calif,

WANTED: Arcosy, all-Story, other Hunssy
magazines, circa 1925-~1935, Lester May-
er, Jr., 23 7th Ave,, Passaic, N. J,

Noticed the blank look o n the latest
issue of Galaxy? That's because the
Seience~Fiction Book Club pulled o u t
their ads for two months. Evelyn Paige
(Mrs. H. L. Gold) is no longer connect-
ed with Galaxy Publishing Corp.

The Hyborfan Legion (fans of the late-
Robert E. Howard and his Conan stories)
have issues their first bulletin, Amra,
Full details for joining the Legion may
be had from George R. Heap, 513 Glen
Echo Rd., Philadelphia 19, Penna,
Robert Coulson informs us that Crest-
wood Publishers issued  another novel
besides "Flight For Life" a s was an-
nounced in Fantasy-Times #251, T h e y
also published "Sojarr OAf Titan" by
Manly Wade Wellman a s "Prize Science

Fiction Novels" #11, We checked our files

and Mr, Coulson is so right. Thank you.

The Nycon II Memory Book, to 'be ready

_conducted by J. Harry Vincent

at Convention time (now) may be obtain-
ed for $1.00 a copy from Ray C. Higgs,
813 Eastern Avenue, Connersville, Ind,

Dreap -World will be on the stands Dec-
ember 11, 1956 and will be dated Janu-
ary 1957. Paul Fairman informs us that
the "Dream" issue of Fantastic outsold

Amazing Stories and that Amazing usual-
1y s=elle over IJ(Mii¥¥) copies a month,

COMPLETE
REPORT
ON THE
14th WORLD CON
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TRAITTD OF SATTASY PASSES

(comcluded fram page 3, colwm 1)

ment, BARRIIR TO THI STARS, which at
one time excited the interest of George
Pal as a possible plot to be coubined
with THE DAY OF THE TRIFYIDS into one
sci-fi film spectatle, and vhich FJA
will continue to show to potential mo~
tion picture producerss Luban was an
avid long~time s.Ts reader znt magazine
subseriber, Scientifilins have lost a
valuable alive

DIACULA IEAD AT 73

(concluded from page ¥, colum 2)
pearcd beiore the television camera at
the Hollywood Blwd opening of the last
picture in which he apeared, The Black
Slcep, at the New fox Theater, 2 blocks
from  the Utter-ilckinley funeral perlor
in which he now laye. And strange howe—
even as he lay there, stilled forever—
millions of people at that very moment
could se¢ and hear him on television,
which was showing his "Black Dragons',
a picture in which he played a dual
role,

COUNT DRACUIA 1is gone, b ut his
meimory will 1long 1live one He lay in
state in his Draculzs capc, medallion on
his cheste And he looked marmificent,

notes by Bixon Welles);Articles: "Inter-
planctary Station'by Norman B. Wiltrey.-

Squibs: "Challenge Of The Unknown' by-
'H, H.'; ™Yatch Your Oxygen!" by Matt
Lee,

Vol. 1 #9 (April 1956): Novel: ™MAtomic
Patients"” by Henry Kuttner., Short st-
ories: "Space Orphan" b y Don Wilrox;
"Tso Fantastic" by Mack Reynclds; 'Huwn-

Had A Great FallY by rrank

pty Dumphy
The Questior?!

Belknap Leng; "What 1 s
by Ralph Carghiil, Articles: '"Progress
And The !'Psychic Horse® - amusing  sh-
ort essay by 'H, H.'se Depts: "Scien—
tific Advances" (short notes by Dixon
Welles).

The novel scheduled for Vol, 1 #10 is
the following: "Interplanetary Chal~
lenge" by Kendall Foster Crossen. Also
scheduled are: "Metamorphnsis" by Mike
Curry; "Prize To The Fool" by George O.
Smith, "Sabotage In Space" by Sam Mer-
win, Jr., and others,..

FANTASY~TIMES - #25
(15th Anniversary Issue)

Published twice-a-month by FANDOM HOUSE

U.S. & Canada: 10¢ a copy, 12 issues #1

AENICAY SCIEKCE FICTICH TS

{concluded from page 7, colum 2)

mond Hamiltong "There I s ilo Lond Of
Tod" by Sherwood Springers "The Senti-
mental Robot" by Alfred Coppel; "The
Paradoxical Planet" by Roger DeesDopts:
"3ecientific Advances” (*Prem Science
Tiction To The Creation Of A New ilind!?
by Judith Herrill}y; "The Inhabited Uni=
verse"  (Essay o n Astronony by James
Blich)s T h e Editor also provides a
short essay on Charles Ford, entitled
"A Disciple of Scepticism',

Vole 1 #8 (ilarch 1956):¢ Long Hovel:
#"Tglepathic Worlds" by Wallace Vest;
Short storiess "The finzl ilachine" by
Corter Sprague; "Witch ar" by Richard
Ilathesons "The Maric of Homo Sapiens" by
Dave Dryfoossy '"Venus Requests Asylun"
by "lalter Kubilus and fletcher Pratt.-
Deptse: "Scientifin ~Advonces™ (ehert

or #2,00 per year (24 issues), Perman-
ent Subscription: $10.00, from FANDUM
HOUSE, P.0. Box #2331, Paterson 23, NdJ,
British: 9d per copy, 15s0d per year,
from MILCROSS BOOK SERVICE, A8 Victoria
Street, LIVARPOOL 1, ENGLAND,

Australia: One Shilling per copy,l10
Shillings feor 12 issues, One Pound for

2L issues, from ROGER DARD, Box 51387,
G.P.0, PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

James V, Taurasi, Sr,, & Ray Van Houten
Editors and Publishers.

Interior illustrations by John Giunta,

Price this issue t o non-subscribers:
25¢, t o regular subscribers 10¢. No
subscription other than renewal to s ‘t-
art with this issue. (Only those whose
subscription expired with issue #253
may renew with this issue.)

A FANDOM HOUSE PUBLICATION!
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Compliments to "FANTASY-TIMES” '

from

"The Magazine Of " V E N T U R E
Jantasy & Science Jiction SCIENCE FICTION

a new adventurous s-f magazine,
out around October 15th
Anthony- Boucher, Editor Robert P, Mills, Editor

FANTASY HOUSE, /Inc.

527 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.

LARGEST and BEST STOCK of FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION In The United States!

VISIT

Slephens Book Service
/1 THIRD AVENUE NEW YORK 3, N.Y.

Phone: GRamercy 3-5990

-0—

We stock all current American Science Fiction in book form g
and carry current Magazines and Pocket Books

-0
A large selection of Science Fiction is available
of British Books, lMagazines and Pocket Editions

_0..
We carry a large stock of Back Issues of Science Fiction Magazines .~

Catalogues Issued
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AUSTRALIA

by Roger Dard

] OGER DARD is
has oiten gone
movement

head man dovm-under,

ed,

one of the leading fans of Australia, He
out of his way to help éut the fandom
i n his home country and elsewhere,
our faithful reporter and agent for quite & while now,
we cer’camly cmldn't ask for a botter one, If
for him we'd have n o file or Australian sclence-{ictiom,
nor the detailed reports we publish resularly, He
and tho miles fram the real center of
fandom, he really keons himself up~to-date an? well inform-

He has been
and
it were not

is owr

,

HAT SCIZHNCE~FICTION in Australia
T has not made the same progress or
exnerienced booms sueh as in the

US4 or Britain, has béen due to a
nunber of differing factors, The geo~
graphical isolation o £ the country -
the small population scattered over a
vast continont -~ these, ond a rumber of
other reasons, have all contribduted to
the lack of growth of scéience-~fiction
in this part of the world, Perhaps the
most important single factor,
has becn the lack of professimmal maga-
zines eithel specializing in, or fea-
turing, stf, This in turn means that
generations have growm up unexposed to
the influence o £ imaginative litera-
ture,

The eifect of this on a potential
rcadership h a s been bad - but even-
worse, has been the effect on potential
writers in the genre, Australian writ-
ers seem capable of mastering the art
of purely native dmericen t heme s ~
newsstands display hundreds of papor-—
vack titles in the private-eye and
westemn fields, 211 written by Austral-—
isn vaiters, and quite ofteh (cisre-
garding tkhe literary quelity or lack of
it), being reaonably clever imitations—

however,

of their American prototypes, Tet on
the more wniversal theme o f stf, and
not faced with the aisability of hav1n’r
to malze their characters speak in the
"quthentic"idioms of Brooklyn or Texas
these same writers arce all at soa,

The nosition gould have been dif-
feroente, A ready supnly of professioral

stf magrzines from overseas, would in
time have overcome tow of the striles
against a flourishing science-~fict.un
tradition 1 n Australiat geographical
isolatiém, and a small, scattered pop-

ulation, The popularity of stf among
the generck reading publis, would in
turn, have led to a demand for the for-
mation of a native stf in the form o?
an Australian-edited and written st
magazine and/or magazines, as o sup le-
ment to imported stfe This hawnnened iu
Bngland, where the A merican sti moga-
zines stimulated +the reading of stf a~
mon: the publis, and led inevitably to
the creation o £ British publications
specializing in the genre, 1t scemed
as if this was t 0 be the »osition iIn
Australia, too, for prior to World Wa

1I, American stf was freely available
to the Australian public without re=~
strictions, T h e magazines could be

-] =
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subscribved to, o r wpurchased on news-
stands or in chain stores, For people
with little moncy, "remaindored” copies
oould be purchased for as little as a
nickel, Stf began t o be read by the
public ~ the groundwork of a sclence
fiction tradition began to be laid.Then
two things haprened which set back sci-
ence-fiction in this country a blow
it has never really recoversd from,
First, moralists waged a campaign a~
zainst US pulp magazines, and a nwuber
of titles, such a s WEIRD TALES, were
bamed, The pure stf publications such
as ASTOUNDING temprarily escaped, but
V.2 doomod even these, Ostensibly they
were then banned as an emergency meos
sure to help the war efforty in reality
they were banned to placate the Ameri-
can~nating moralists, (The moralist in
the USA probably rezards France as the
soutce of all vice and evil, but to the
Australian moralist all allezed pormo=
zeehy comes from the USAl) W2 ended,
and naively this reporter (and no doubt
nany others) expected that the stf mag~
azines which had been hanned as a sup-
posed temporary war-time measure would
be {reed from the prohibition, But the
ban was mzintained (Juestions is any~-
thing ever unbanned?) Later, some mod-
ifications to the ban were made, T h e
rigidy, total ban was eased to the exterd
that stf magozines (other thmm WIIRD
TALFS and other titles bammed originale-
1y as being either "obscene™ or '"sadis=~
tic") could b e obtained if one went
through the farce o.f pretchding that
they were "unsolicited gifts"se E v en
then, these magazines a r e subjected
from time to time to exainination by tie
Censorship Board, and o lapse o n the
nart of any title can lead to it's teme
porary or permanemnt bamning, As an ext-
armles Ziff-Depist FANTASTIC was benned
for a time beeause one issue dared to
mn & story by the hated lMickey Spil-
lone, The average membor of the gener—
al reading putlic will not try to buck
all these obstecles,obviously;.only the
hardeoned fan #s prevared to put up with
the difficulties associated with geot=
tin% his favorite reading diet from the
UB4Ae Thus the dead~hand of burezucracy,
moralistic officialdom, and »rofessione
al anti~American in the Customs Departe
menty has erushed the infant growth of

- Pro mags,

science={iction in Australia, and made
of it an~aliost exclusive hobby o £ a
group of Veteran famns, instcad o £ it
being + h e right and pleasure of all
literate people of the country,

Some atteimpts have been made to
£ill the vacwm, Australia's only sp—
ecialist dealer i n science~fiction =~
the genial Dave Cohon of The Glue Cens
taur Bookx Co,. of Sydney - although re-—
fused pemission t o import magauzines
direct from the USA, has been able 10
import reprint copics from Britain,
This hclped tremendously in stimmlcoting
the popularity - of stf among both feois
and casual readers, In the local pub—
lishing fields,there have beon attempts
to publish good stf magezines, ¥irst
into thoe fieldwas tho ill=fated
THRILIS IiiCe =~ fons W h o religiously
road thelr FATTASY-TIIES will be con~
versant W i t h how some unsarupulous
writers played the publishers of this
pro mag for a bunch of suckers by sclle
ing them  pirated stories fram the US
T h e asuthentically-written
stories by Aussic writers were genecral-—
1y poor, alas, and THRILIS LiIC, fclded
with it's 23rd issue, Siuce that time,
no publisher has cared to gamble on a
magakino using stories by local writers
onlyl! T h e magazines which folloved
wero devotod to either a combination of
US reprints and local storiecs, or oube
right all-reprints, Host popular of
the latter titles 11 a s Dbeen AMERICAY
SCLENCE FICTION, which saw 41 issucs
before foldings There is every evidenw
ce that this magozine and it's sister
publication SELECTED SCIENCHL FICTLOL,
which saw fivo issues =~ wWere boti ex-—
tremely popular %both with the gaueral
public and the fan, and I can only o~
sume that they folded for reasms other
than the usual commercial ones, Feriups
difficulty of conyright and remitiing
mongy to a dollar azrea for tihe storiecs
they revrinted proved to be the stwaibl-
ing blockse I n this connection, it
secims safe to predict that the one mag-
azine recularly appearing in Australla
which will never suffer this trouble is
T O3 MAGLZITE -OF FANTASY AXD SCILICEH
FICTI O, Tho outfit bchind this title
is a mighty big one, Wwho have becn re-
printing a nuber o £ American titles
BLILETY JUBHEN'S IVSTERY HAGAZINE for cx-




15th Ammiversary Issue .

ample) in Australia for years,

Despite these encouraging signs,
science~fiction in Australia is still
in it's swaddling clothés
hard road sghead of it, This reporter
has been with it from the days.of un~
restricted liberty,. th.rovgh a dark
period of a total ban.,up to the posi-

and has a

Fantasy-Times — Page 13

tion it occupies today,  If Jimmy wants
meé to write an article ~on science-fio~-
tion in Anstralia for his 20th Anniver—
sary issue®, it will be interesting to
see just what this reporter will write,
and just whu.t changes wWill have occur~
od,

*1t's a ‘deal,

-

~Jomes Vo Taurasl, Sr,

QLILJ\JCE

e

FICTION -

e

15 Years Ago And Today

by Ray Palmer

Ray Palmexs,
of s¢ienco~fiction, 1is
ment, Ho ,publl.,heo,
fan mag in s=f histoary,

but there “are
boy has guts}

the stuff that makes

|HEN ONE talks about science-fiction’,
Palmer who's hlstory goes back to the dawn
one of the first fans in the move=
édited, or helped theroof the first
Many persons do not like what Ray
may have puullsncu in his long term with Amazing Storiss,

few who dislike Rgy Paluer, thae ran, This
Anyone who'll amounce i1 n print that his
pro mag sells less than 14,000 copies
8 man,
times we'lre tootheand=~nsils against what he publishes.bleet~
~the Mr, Science Fiction of pro editors, Rgy Pulmers
or and publisher of that neat looking mag, Otiwer Jorlds.

e nas to mention

{2 t -~ one point) has
e admire this boy, tho at

edit—

NE SIVTENCE, actually, can define
the difference in science~fiction
as it was 15 years agn, and today:

It's nowhere near hali as good}

I am going to look at science~fic-
tion from & rather strange viewpoint —
not as Ray Palmer, now as an ecditor,nor
as a writer, I am going to look at it
from the viewpoint.of a fanatiece irst)
let's define a fanatic, s0 you'll un~
derstand exactly what underlies every
statement I will mdce‘ A fahatic 1is

&

is motlvated by intemperate
who is moved by a fr_eynzy of

one who
zealsy one’
enthusinam,

In that aeﬁmtlém you will find
the éxact difference between 1941 and
1956%

Ask yourself: 1 s _the reading of
s t £ today motivate@’ by intemperate
zeal?  Is the reader moved to a frenzy
of enthusiasm? If your:-answer 1s yes,
we'd like t6 Imow what it is that yon
are smokingl
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Let's take a few individual maga-
zines, and analyze the motivatidns and
reading attitude of their public, Nome
of the selections I will make are from
a personal implication, nor are they
intendéd to depreeciate, criticize, or
praise, They are neutral onservations
even though they are activated by that
zeal and frenzy with which I am gding
to observe this whole questiom,

No. 1 on our list, mdst naturally,
should be Amazing Stories, What do its
readers think of it? VWhy do they read
it? What is their reactions? Well, they
think it i s anything from average to
fairly readable, They can take it, amd
leave it =~ and they seem t o take it
fairly well, on the theory that it's ge
bout as’ good as anything else they can
pick upe 4Also, they feel a sort of af-
fection for ity They read it because
its stories are entertaining, They do
not read it because o £ its startling
concepts, They are entirely unstart-
linge They are gtories, but actually
not gmazings No eyeballs pop open as
they read any particular story, Rather,
they sometimes find +the appeal a more
staid one of interesting situation ra=-
ther than interesting concept, The mage
azine does not challenge, It steers a-
way from challenge 1ike a plague, It
steers a well-Charted middle course,
safest in the long run, and indusive of
the most corculation from the gverage
rcaders The reaction of this reader
is simply "okay"s H e will admit td
lixing séme stories more than others,
He hardly ever "hate§" amny of them eee
they aren't that bad,

What about Astounding Science Fic-
figm? You have here a steady, reason-
ing, Gilbralter-like loyalty, A maga=—
zine that satisfies a particular kind
of reader, the same kind it has satis-
fied for more than 15 years, Its read-
ers buy every issue, They may not read
every issue right then, but the maga-
zine 1s where they can read it when the
occasion offers, They know it will be
g00d reading when they do read ite They
know exactly what to expect, and will
not be wnduly surprised at anything of=-
fered in it; in fact will, upnon reading
it, agree that i t is a quite logical
concept, and although quite advanced,
not impossible, They will feel a sense

of satisfaction and a sense of realism
insofar as still undemomstrated theory
can be called real,

How about Galaxy? I can describde
it accurately only b y .the use of the
two words "angle shots'", A striving
for the wnusual by tilting the camera,
or shoobding from the floor, or from &
manhole,or from the stomach of a whale,
A definitély ypsychotic approach a ¢
everything, A weird semse of unrealismy
masquerading as the gvervdav aoctuality
You are given a "sense=selusion', You
read for the s'am e reason you would
smoke marijuana, You might tem Golaxy
a sort of "oubism", or "Daliesque dis~
tortion", There is a certain fascina~
tion in such things, but never zeal, It
has’'its place, never fear, but not as
stf, These things can be done better
by eliminatins the fantasy altogether}
Instead of a theoretical rocketship to
act as the focal point t0 show an ab~e
beration, i t would be much better to
use a doorknob} Something as far from
the abberation as possible, for better
contrasty, Then you achieve with full
effect what Gaplaxy does unsatisfactor-—
ily by a comwmbination of an oil that
mixes too well with the water, Nobody
would want a complete diet of this sort
of thing,because it happens so far off-
stage that even audience participation
is impossible,

Imasinagtion? A r e you bored?
Spoiling for a fight?  Well, you'll get
it, if you read this, You are reading
for the s ame reasom you watch the
fights on television, You want to see
blood spilled, and you'll see it, Quite
satisfactorily so, But you wen't be
stunned by t h e implications of the
fight =~ you'll only be satisfied that
not one punch w a s missed that could
possibly have been thrown, You couldn't
possibly read this one for more than a
desiie for vicarious action and adven-
ture, “an since creation has liked the
4s sort of thing, an d he will go on
liking ity a s 1long as he is under 35
years 0lde

ilell, there you have a represcnta~
tion of today's science~fiction, there
goes it differ from that o £ 15 years
ago? The answor is that it is a "mocke
uph, a dway, todsy, an d definitely
artificlials, 1t 1s "contrived'e EIach
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llhigazine has a "policy', a well-defined

pathway along which its authors stride, .

If you doubt this, ask the suthors whe-
ther or not they must consider the mage-
azine they are writing for,or the story
they are writing, in deternialag their
course of actiom, You will find that a
sertain story is being writtem for Ggl-
av,that is probably (almost certainly)
wouldn't sell to Imaginatigne sanere is
your blg difference, Fifteen years age,
that story would have sold gnyvwhere,
The author couldn't have said positive-
ly that any magazine would have rejoc—
ted or purchased it, ZEspecially if the
story was different fran' smything he'd
done before, or anybody else had done,
Ho'd be completely i n the dark as tb
where it might eventually be published,

Todgy "preference" dotermines which
magazine you buy, and it is preference
whith story you buy(speaking editorial~
ly)e ZEach editor kmows cxsetly what he
wants3 that is, he has specifiec limita=-
tions, Hamling, for instance, w11l ro-
ject a story for 'mot emrwygh action®,
Or he will sugoest where'agtion® can be
put into it, and ask a revise, If he
were to get a "Shaver Mystery'y,he might
agree it has action, but he would say?
'mot the type o0 f thing we publish',
Anything that might appeal 40 a "fana=
tic!" would be shunned, g ¢on't pub=~
lish our magazines for nutst" i1 s the
firm declaratign today, 2

Welly, I'm a mut} I'm a fanatic ,
I want a magmzine I can go to the news=
stand to buy, and if it isn"* there ex=
actly on the day it is schedulsd to ap-
pear, I will grab the newsstand opera=-
tor by the throat, and soream at himt
"ifhere areé you hiding my magazine, you
dirty s—o-bi" The one thing I will not
do 1 s take Imagination, 1f it is As=-
tounding I came t o buy. Unless I'm
fanatic about both of themt And then I
will still choke the dealer for the one
he hasn't got,

But no magazine today arouses any
intemperaté zeal, any frenzy of enthus—
lasm in mel They just haven't 71§ what
it takes}

The magazines and writer: today
are' "cold fish", Thecy are calcalating
penhy~e-worders, They wowik fcr a live
ingy There im't a lachiavelll, or a
Bacon, or & Shaver among themg There

are no Morritts, 'no Burroughs, or Vein-
bauns in the lot, And if there were,
there aye no editors w h o would dare
regogmize them}

There is no uninhibited emotion in
science~fiction today, Thére i s no
frenzy, no madness, no zeal, There is
a caloulated divergénce, yes, but it is
a phonay divergence,

Eyeryeitere you go (and this goes
for astual "fandom" itself) you will
find these words thrust at yout "Fic-
tion, based on facts let's be reason-
ables" Since when is scionce~fiction
fact? It!'s fancy, pure and simple, and
althoug» it should gtea fran a fact, it
is a very long way from the root to the
toomost leafy and ccertainly not an ex~
act duplicate of the rootes The leaves
are utterly fantastic, coénsidering the
prosaic and familiar root, Ve need on=
ly a starting point, where our feet are
o) the ground; before w e "are flung
headlong into the wnfamiliar, Ve must
not oarry the familiar aléng with us,
once we have jumbed off ite Otherwise
we have'no science~fiction, only scien~
ce facte The sooner we get away from
our beziming fact, the better, And
the further, the better}

So éclence~fiction is fact? Not by
a jugtul} And it is reasonable? Not by
another Sugfull A thing is reasomable
only if it stimds the test o £ actual
derionstration, It was not reasonable
for the scietists of Columbus! dgy to
believe the world was round, when they
could oniy show, vistally, how flat it
WasSe Only after Columbus made his mad
trip and rétumed was his round world
reas onable, The point i s, you can't
tell beforshand if it is reasonable ox
not, and thus beforehand, i t must be
mreasomable, ;

The imagination is completely mads
It ipnoves t h e '"facts of life" and
blightly postulates a fanciful unreal~
ity as reales But one o f the strange
axioms of 1life seems to be that "noth—
ing man gan imazine is impossible", If
man can imagine 1 t, somewhere in tho
cosmos, God must have dlready thought
of it and created it, To think othor=
wise is to gelmowledge your imagination
superior to thag of God,

As for me, I say let's be a 1llttle
more mad, be a more zealous zealot, a

S ),
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more frenzied fanatic, more intemper-~ | pallid lifelessness  enlivened only by
ately enthusiastic, Let's' tdke 't h'e |.the psychiatrio trickery of such wain-
limits off science=~fictitmessssbocause spired 8tunts a s holding the caomera
today, the reality has caught up with | cockeyeds Nobody but a square would be
science-fiction, and the limitations | sent by any such gookeiys. Let's ge t
we've placed o n it have doomed it to ' pone, meni Let's rockf

F-T" 15 YEARS .FROM NCW

CR—A LOOK INTO A SLIGHTLY CLOUDY
CRYSTAL BALL

S

by Yames V. Jaurasi, Sr.

New York, 1 Septe, 1971, (CHS) -~ Today | and cozy for the printers, The old Il~
two pentlemen in their fifties took a | liott addresser was still in service,
day off from work to look over the pasts | but now it handled thousands o £ subs
Thirty years is a long time for a fan | instead of merely mmdreds.
mag, they couldn't help but realize, ” It was with deep satisfaction that
Fandom and Prodom had all but combined, the two examined t h e ba.ok files of’
One’was no longer only a fan, or only a | their newspaper, They gloried again in
proe Most fans were writers or edit— | the "beats" they had made, grumbled ot~
ors, and most writers and edibprs were | er the mistakes, )
also fangd, Fantasy-Times was still semi~mon-
Among the handful who were yet on-~ | thly —— talk of going weekly was still
1y fans were the two editors ahd pub-~ | just talk, The pro editors still looke

lishers of Fantasy~Times,Jomés Ve, Tour~ | e & forward t o every issue, "beats™’

asi, Sr., and Ray Van Houten, '8till" oame i n and were rushed into

Before the two was the long shelf | print, The enthusiasm was still there,
holding t h e files of Fantasy-Times, even though the pro fiéld was a far cry
fron issue Noe 1 t 0 the present, I% _ | from that of years ago.

was a real five~foot history o £ seci- A'bare five titles were o n the'.

ence~fiction, stands, Only one »re-fW 11 %itle was

They began 1looking over the few | left, Onaly two more from the 1950%s
pre-W\/I1 issues, the long line of post | were left, T h e other two were rank
war issues, mimeographed issues, photo-~ | newcomers, One of these is only & year
offset, back to mimeo, and then, onl § | old ~—= the other going on scven, One
two years ago, the first printed issue, | by one, and i n groups, the others of

The present~dsy printed F~I, with | the "big boom" had given up the Ziost, *

its many departments, features, fic~ The nev "fim" size is slowly be~
tion, photos and illustrations was a | coming the thing, Only onec digest-size
faricry from ‘the mimeoed issues which | mag is lefts ﬂﬂny of tha readers don't
made 1t '"the newspaper of sciace~fic~ | mow what a pulp-mag looks like, and
tion', only a hondful remember the lar"e»61ze,
Over in a corner of the room, amid | and most of them think it wa® a Gerns-
oobwebs, lgy the old Speed-O-Print, No | back experiment of the 1950's}
longer did the boys toil over stencils As the two greying editors looked
—— today it was paste~up, proof-read | over their brainchild, the young llanag-

»




Been a lot of fan magazines come and go over
the course of the years,

Wonder how come FANTASY-TIMES came, and did-
n't went, huh?

Maybe it's just beczsuse they did a good job,
and kept on doing it.

No ... it couldn't be that, I guess. That's
too simple.

Must be something real complicated. Every-
body knows simple answers are no good.

Best wishes,

Astounding Science Jiction
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IG Editor campe in with a sheaf of copy
paperes The junior Taurassi handed over

carbons of his’ report for approval of ;

the "big brass", They looked it over,
malking a minor correction h ¢ » & 3and
there, and marked it for the nrintss.’

"Miish we could put out aa exteal"
mised the senior Taurasi, "Ivea a two—
pagerl"

"Nahi" answercd Van Houten, "/o'd
lose money} Just a regular issue, but
advance the mailing date eee:4hat!ll
vut us right back on schednles™

"There they g 0 againd' rmttered
the yowsg Taurasli t o himself, "They
think they're still putting out a mime
sogranhad mase N ow when I get ful l
coatroli et

Y RS

By — Robert W. Lowndes

£

fiction editorial field,
Xnown g s
fan magazines,
among them a news=weekly,

service, not age)
over Muture Fiction,
Fiction in 1941,
tion magazines

ials are listed a s
have your viewpoints, Bob,

OBERT LOTI'DLES is the real fan become pro of the science-
In the early days he was well=
a fan writer with numerous articles in numerous
He also edited quite a fow fan mags himself
As a pro he has had numerous at-
ories published, and is third oldest editor
i n the science~fiction field, He took
Scionce Fiction Quarterly and Science

While he didn't publish any science~fic=—
during World War II, he did continue to ed=
it the other pulps at Colwubia, Todsy he ecdits the longest
string of pulps In the field,
the best in the field today.

(1 n° yeras of

His sgience~fiction editor-
Glad to

941 SAW 21 American-produced sci-

| once-~fiction and fantasy magazines,

Ll 4 of which would not b e carried
over into 1942-dated issues, 15

of the 21 were all science~fiction (in
intent)sy 3 had policies of mixing sci=
ence~fiction and fantasys 3 were weird,
1956 finds 15 such titles, as of Jume
5the 9 are all science~fiction (in ine
tent)$6 mingle science~fiction and fan-

tasy, by policys The weird titles are
no nore, 15 }ears ago, a s today, we
were in a post-boom period, many magam

zines -having folded in the two oy three

previous years,

As a science=fiction fan, in 1941,
I was most sympathetic to the "Tremaine
Astounding® type of stories, a reaction
to t h e Gomsback variety, %WWzien the
Gernsback ideal was that of instructive
tales,based upon sound scientific prin-
ciples and logical extrapolations f£rom
them (despite occasional absurdities
an d Iimpossibilities, such as 20 f£t,
tormites), the Tremaine.aporoach gave
free sweep to the imazination, Careful
explanation of the scientific basis for
extrapolations gave way to scientifio~
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souwding Jargon; so long as a story
scemed to hang together, had the cosmic
sweep, a n d didn't flatly contracdict
grarmar school M"scionge" ~~ at lecst,
not too obvidusly — t h en eonything
sould get by, 'The stories wers so de~
void of characters and characterization
that Giles Habibula Scemed like a real
person, by comparison.

Somecthing was hapoening, i n As~
towndins Science Fiction: the mosnzine
had beun to  depart from the Treanaine
anoroach ~— and while I cheered Hein=
lein and some of the others, I neither

nderstood nor liked it at that time.
Iy hopes were pimmed on ¥Fred Pohlis
Astonishing Stories

Stories, om Don Wollheim's Cosmig figie
grece Fiction and Stirring Science Siorp~
and on Orlin Tremoinets Couets
Here were magazines edited by isms, by
peonle who kmew and loved seience-~ric—
tion, and by the editor who hd insug-
wrated what I then sonsidered the Gold-~
en Age of science~fiction -~ mn ot by
technical-minded snobs, (forgive m'e
John, but a confession rmst bc honests )
And this was® the tradition I hoped to
help kecp alive in the mamzines I edi-
tod myself: Future Fiction and Science
Fictian Quarterly,

This type of fiction still clut-~
ters up a number of current all science
~fiction (in intent) titles, amad it is
quite true that some respectable stor-
ies 2id come from that apoiroach to sci-
ence~fictiong some still do, But be-
twveen 1941 and 1956 i ¢t dawmed on me
just what John Campbell was doing with
Astounding Science fiction,

A work of science~fiction may or
may not have a '"new plot", it moy not
be well~awritten and soundly character=—
ized, But one thihg it must have: the
element of prophsecy,

Hugmo Gernsback stressed +this es~
sential in every issue of every scicnce
~fiction mafazine he mblished, He en~
visioned, however and emphasized, spece—
ific inventions or tyves of invention;
he saw science~fiction as educating the
general pudblic in scieuce, and encoura~
ging young peonle to go into scientific
andfor inventive carecrs, Wh en the
direct one-to-one relationship aid not
oome about, fons of the late '50s and
1408, noncluded that the Gornsbaclg ap--

ies,

proach was fundamentally flawed, We
di't see bgyond the dullness of much
of the Gernsback-type storv, aos it was
found in those dsys.

Todagy we realize that John Conpe-
bell took the mantle of Hujo Germsboci,
retaining . only the essential clemont:?
propiiecy, It!'s fascinating when cvents
siiow a particular story to have predice—
ded sometiing on the nose, but as is~
toundinals editor stated in his resecnt
Satwrday Revige articles "Like a stock
market analyst, the science-~fiction au-
thor em't nredict any one stock —~ but
he doos fairly well on the broad trondg,
ilnere tne market analyst seeks to pre=
dict the broad trends of the mariet,the
science~fiction author seeks to predict
broad trends in the culture."

During the recent ‘'boom', there
was a lot of jabbor about science~rlic-
tion at last having resched ™maturity”
and at last {in i t s best specimens,
that is) being worthy of consideiration
by the standards o f high~level min~
stream fictione I have contested this
claim in various editorials, but #hat
does not meon that I am opposed to the
attennt, I think that science~fiction
gan acheive sich a status witaout sac-
rificing i t s integrity as prophecy,
without formetting (as Campbell h a s
never forgotten) that the scientifice
rrinciplos must be sound —~ in relation
to what is "known! at the time a stoxry
is written -~ and its extrapolations
lozical in relation to the assumptions,

Thiis s wint I am trying to
achieve in ny magszines, It's an ideal,
a goal which ma y never ~ or harddy
ever ~— be realized in auy issue, or in
any more than a small fraction of stor—
ies published, But I think it's worth
trying, and that I'1l be able to pub~
lish better storics this way than if I
merely assumed that the whole idea was
impossible and let's just try to be en-
tertaining,

HEYy have you payed for this issue
you're reading —~— or did you "borvow"
it from your s~f "friemd", Glad to
have you with us, but we'd Ilike it
betteyr if youl'd subscribe and get the
newspaper legally, Then we colld use
the dough to improve the papere $2.00

a yoar (24 issues) dbrings it to yous |




® [s Science-tiction A Normal
Casualty Of The Times?

By Jhomas S. Gardner

\Re THOMAS S, GARTHER is a publisher'!s idea of a science-

fiction Tfane Tom 1is the only one we lmow of who reads
each and’ every issue of gll science~fiction mojazines that
core out, He's well kmown to all Fantasy=Times! reader s
for his annual roports on all the s-f mags, Ton is an 0ld-~
time ' s~f author witih memy of his stories reprinted in Ing=-

leading s~f fan for years,

nost’ ten years,
tion.

lands He §01d h i1 s first story to /ondgr Stories in the
early '30s, He's a 1ls 0 a top-flight scientist — and a

He was one of the heavy workers
in the background of the First Vorld Seience Fiction Con~
vention in 1959, and Fantasy-Times?
Here's a man who really kmows science=fic—

Science ditor for al~

has witnessed

a mjor decline in the number of

science~iction and fantasy stor=-
ies published, The nunber of profes-
sional magazines have suffered a mort—
ality of titles of about 50% or perhaps
evea mores ‘eird has alimost disappear~
cd as a form of fiection, The hard and
paper~vacked books have declined even
more, in my opinion, than the profes—
sional magazines, Almost every month
an editorial in a fan iag (and also un~
doubbedly thousands of vreaders of s=~f
and fantasy) discusses this phenomcenone
Many and varied are the reasons offer-
eds Some believe that poor stories are
the chief reagon for the failing fields
Others bolieve that fear of an atomic
var is turting people against séience,
and also against science~fiction, At
least one person has completely convine—
ced himself, or so it scems to me, that
the  decline in arofessional masazines,
in hard cover books and in paper-backs,
in faet, in thse whnle genre, 1is due to

f l 1 HE PAST THREE YEBARS

a certain sclance~fiction book clubs

Reliable statistics on this curi~
ous phenomenon, if they exist, are not
available at the time of writing this
article (July 29th, 1956),

However, I have the feeling that |
all of us ma y be failing to see the
forest for the trees, Our interest in
s=~f has blinded wus to the things that
are hapening outside of s -f, I %
should not be forgotten that the real
world outside of s-f goes on, in spite
ofy and irrespective ofy, s-f4 'hat
hapnens to the world outside of s—f, by
sheer mass of impact, will also aifect
s~f irrespective of the followers of
sof and their wishes, In briefy, 1 an
going to susest that the decline of
s~f .and fantasy 1is a part of an over-
all -chanze that 1s’ taking place throvgh
out the real world, Diverging events
give a kind of schizophrenic picture @
our society.,s W e are somewhat in the
predicament o £ the cowboy who rushed
out oi'the saloon, jurped on his horse,
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and rode off in gll directions,

The over—all picture of any facet
in 2 country m a y have tlirec gencral
tyaes of distributicn amonsy its peonles
If the Country is actively developing
intellectually there 1is an increasing
vercentage of people attaining various
desrees of a broad outlook, associated
with a conscious desire and recal achi-
everient in education, with a more lib~
oral viewpoint, However, if the coun=—
try is ropidly regressing, the more in-
tellectual groups experience an attri-
tion an d loss of its members to the
non~intellectual groups, But there rmay
also be a third in which there develops
a sharper spparation of the groups, so
that the inteliectual grouws wmy slowly
increase in numbers, and the non~intel-
lectual groups 2also Inereuse a s the
porulation risese In this case one has
two peaks, ome "intellestual, and one
non—intellectuals About ton years ago
a soclologist speakking at the Eastorn
Science~Fiction Association in Newark,
NeJey stated that in t h e opinion of
gome of h i s follow sociologists, we
were entering a new dark agee Now in a
real Darkc 4ge there i s @& very sharp
separation between the thinkers and the
non~thinkers, separated by a belief in
the pightness o £ their respective
groups We have seen signs of anti-ine
tellectuslian in national affairs, 4l~
S0 during the past five years 1 believe
this has affected t h e whole writing
field, On the anti-~intellectual side
is a desire t o read actiom, emotiom,
"true' storics, which réquire a minimum
of imagination to enjoys, Thus we have
an increase of various action~typo mag
azines, and a decreasc of other typeS,
Piction is in bad shape in 211 fields,

Blue Book is gone, American Laga~
zine is going, others are hard up, and
it's possible that <fiction as a means
of commmicatidon may <face lean times
for many yoears, Simultaneously t h e
rise of comic books read by adults is a
further separation fran the imaginative
fictian that requires some cercbration,
Some claim that T~V has ruined the fice
tion'market, It gy have to some ex~
tenty Other ovidence comes fram Sgi-
ence, April 27, 1956, page 703, which~
quoted s om e interesting figures in
their editoriale I n 1937 29% of tha

population wore rcading books a t the
time of a swrvey by tie American Insti-
tute of Public Opinion, but today only
17%,  Canada was 31% today, Australia
3475, and Indland 55%¢ Is this a porw—e
tial explanatian of the rckatively hich
quality of the British s—~f magazines?
It looks a s 1if poople simply are not
reading any more in America, They are
not going to the movies, and by talidng
to about thirty people I tried to fiad
out if these adults were substituting
P~V for roading. A4pparently thoy wore
not in my miniscule survgye Thay wore
going places, doing things, not loocking
at T-V excopt for a fav hours a weck,
b ut they had decreased their rcading

during the past five years.

Today humnen life is richer and has
more opportutities than ever before in
this country, Yecople are taking advan~
tage o £ this situation, and coupled
with the current drift back to tho Dark
Ages, in more ways than onoc, the major
ity o £ thc people simmly do not read
now, Dven mmiy s-f fans are ofton fans
for the personal contacts, in ry opin-
ion, an d seldom read oven s-f, much
less amything clses Their usual rcason
for not readihg s-f 1s that it is not
worth readinge It's &rue that a lot
isn't worth recading, but with a little
selection a ¢recat deal of good material
can he easily obtained, if one wants to
reads I f a Tan selects the top five
magazines, in my opinion, he  would in a
year have read a large amount of intsr—
esting s—f, However, I would b o the
last person to suggest that anyonc con—
fine'his or her reading to s—f or fan~
tasy, In the fiction field there are
many very well-=written books with good
characterization that 'a r e being and
have becn published, ce ge$ Hary lcCar—
thy!s "The Charmed Life" (1955},

The nunber of non~-fiction bodks in
percentage of all books published has
steadily ineroased since 1930, but the
joker is that only a small percentage
of the population read tham, Thus the
intellectuals read morg books cach year
while the anti-intellectual, in sw»irit
if not in comscious rcalization, rcads
less cach year of mnot only non-fiction
but also fictionl

Thus, getting back to the concept
of our boeing in t h ¢ beginnings of a




WILL WE FIND INTELLIGENT
LIFE IN QUTER SPACE?

ET!S LOOK AHEAD a hundred years or so when
we have a space station a thousand miles
up and exploratory travel to the nearer
planets, The question in the mind of everyone
who considers such a possibility is: ¥hat kind
of 1life will we find out there?

Conjectures as to the answer to that ques-
tion are certainly many and varied and pro and
con., But whatever the right answer eventually
turns out to be, for the time being IF has just
come up with another scoop! Not only for a
science fiction publication but for any other
publication as well, It isn't often that a
magazine or newspaper can boast of an article
by a scientist of the stature of Dr., Walther
Riedel. But that's just what IF can do. In
the next issue Dr. Riedel, world's ranking
aerophysicist and propulsion expert, presents
his views on the possibilities of finding in-
telligent life on other planets.

Dr. Riedel, as you doubtlessly already
know, was director of Peenemeunde and head of
the German Government's entire rocket progranm
during the latter part of World War II --- a
time when they had outdistanced by far the en-~
tire world in rocket development. Coming to
America after the war, he worked for Uncle Sam
at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Fort Bliss and
#hite Sands. Right now he dis in Nuremburg
where he 1is carrying on his work in research
and applied science., This is the first time
Dr. Riedel has ever written for an American
magazine and, to put it mildly, we think you'll
be interested. Don't miss what he has to say
in This Lonely Earth in the December IF!
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possible Dark Age,we are getting sharp=
er and sharper separation of the rcade
ing mudblic, N ow thls doos not mean
that t h e intellectuzl does not also
read some action stories,light fiction,
otcsy but in goneral the trend seems to
be as described abovaes

Con this be reversed? In iy opin=~
ion it cane If we do not have an atom-
ic war, a n & if the world really can
gomprehend that it is disester for all
if we do', we rmay have fewer deunsogues
clected wh o can aficct the type of
thinkxing In ouk country that leads to
a Vrak Age, It ngy then not be considm
ered a stipgma to be an ogshoad, an in-
tellectual; or cven a scientist, among
the population as a wholes A return of
sanity, a dropping of the cloak of tot=
alitarianism that seems to have perme
eated many of our politicall and social
asnects of life, should thwen have a
broadening influence on people's gener=
al rcading habits, and eventuallr bring
agbout a revival of sciencestiction and
fontasy Ain both professiorzal masnzings

Bl s
anc book form, I may be coapletely

wrong, and if so, the trend to less and
less reading will eventually dry up the
s~f field t o 2 mere trickle, It is
true that better stories will help in
reviving the £iold within the narrow
limits that opply in the abscnce of a
genersl revival of cultural interest in
reading by t 11 e populace as a wholoe
But 1 %t is not sufficient to buck the
eftects of the gemneral trcnd,

It has been my contention for some
years that the single, wnderlying, fun-
damental cause of any current reversion
to the Dark Ages is bpased on fear of an
atonio war = the difficulty is that
onoe a trend is started it bocomes~

profitable t o Ieep it oing. People
profit by power, by influence, and by
other invidious interests 1 n Xkeenind

any trond going whother good or bads
The next ten y e a r s should show us
whe ther or not the trend toward a real
Dark Age has been turned or nots Until
then, keep your fingers crossed ——— and
hore!s hoping for an about switch to a
normal A& n d more sane socicty in all
respects,

SCIENGE=heito N
15 Years - Ago & Today

By Arthur Gean Cox

Fantasy~Tires
began sending in news-itaus,

ories Tor us and
praise, We

RTHUR JZAN COX started reporting t h e LASFS doings to
in the late '40s, and along with them he

Reporter" golwn and then turned the colum over to himeEve
er since he took over "The Cosmié Reporter", 1t has rated
first in all the polls we've taken, But then lr, Cox hasnt't
only been a "Cosiic" reporter,
other magazines
woulda't dare put out a special without hins

We used these in "The Cosmic

he's done many feature st=

that have won him high

FRIEND OF MINE explained t o0 me
recently that there are just as
many good science-~fiction stories

being published today as-fifteen years

ago ==~ "It's Jjust that they're being
spread through a larger number of magar~
zines and don't make such an impressive
showing"e He went on to say that some~



Page 22- Fantasy~iimes

of the new write:s, such as Chad Olive
er, will b e as good in time as such
writers as As E, van Vogt and Robert A4,
Heinlein were then (that 18 to say,
they will be "in time" as good as van
Vogt and Heinlein were when they first
started),

Actually, I think he should have
made a far better case for mresent~day
science~fiction than he did, He could
have argued t ha t some of the newer
writers are already as good as van Vogt
and lHeinlein were In 1940 and '41; at
least, a s far as story co*:stmction,
characterization and so on, are concer-
neds A nd he could have pointed out
that in the new vwriters of that period
~-~ such as van Vogt, Heinlein, Theo-
dore Sturgeon, Isaac Asimov s~ must
have learned co’ne’cnm" dur ing the past
fifteen years,

And they have, Heinlein has
greatly improved since his golden por=
iode His recent stories are mich beta
ter plotted than his early omes, and,
in such stories a s '"The Man Who Sold
The lioon" and "Double Star'’y, he has at-
tempted and achieved far more i n the
way of characterization than h e - ever
did then, Van Vogt hasn't h a 4 ' rmch
published during the past five years,
but, stylistically, his latest stories
are intemser, more glittering even than

his brilliant first efforts, Sturgeon
was wonderful when he begen, dut, good
as his early stories were, they don't

rival the stuming craftsmanship of his
ourrent pieces, And there has been, 1
think, a noticeable improvement in Asi=~
mov'!s abilities, each year since his be~
ginning as a writer,

But it doesn't matter: their write-
ing is better, but their stories aren't
as goods They don't mean a s rmmuch to

the fielde "They don't insugurate nav
dovelopments, Even when they hove "new
ideas", they're not basically naw con-

septs, Just variations on o 1 d ones,
hen a story apoears nowadays, either
by a new writer o r by one of these

giants of science~fiction, we umuall y
don't recognize it as something unpre-
cedented in science~fiction, samething
which will set new standards, something
which has introduced a theme which doz—
ens of other writers
1941,

will explore, - In
several such stories apneared in

15th Anniversary Issue

Astoundinz alonee "Solution -Unsatis~
factory" by Heinlein, in the May issue,
was a solid develoment in the field;
b ut "Universe" by the same author in
the same issue, was a revelation, an
insight into new possibillities a s to
what oould be done with science ~ fic~
tion, "iicrocosmic God", by Sturzeons
in the previous issue, was a wonderiul-
ly fresh idea, “Hightfall', by Asimov,
some months later, was immediately ro=-
commized for what it ks since proven
to bes a major event i n sScicnce~iic=~
tion, a historisal landmarke

But these stories were merely par—
ticular exaunples of new trends iutpe-
duced and elaborated by thesc writers,
of whom Robert A, Heinlein was jwobably
the most important, H i s ability not
only to derive new conceptions from
present~day research mch more plaus~
inly than his predecessors, but his ab~-
ility to wrelate them to everyday life
and imnaersy “his strongly maturalistic
thouzhty his journalistic prose, real-
listic plots and recognizable characters
~ wll this was so impressive that it
revolutionized science -~ fiction over—
yeary ("Second Stage Lensmen', the
third installment of E. Ls Smith's sup~-
er-epic which began late that year, was
seen for the first time by many reads
ers, I believe, as being an anachrons
ism, somctuing archaics)

At the sae time, Theodore Stur-
geon's emphasis on character and atmos—
phere was beinz felt, As Be van Vogt
was writing a new kind of super-science
story, one whose province was psychol-
ogy tather than physics. Isaac Asimov
was introducing another proiitablc ¢le-
ment into the field with his interest
in the social sciences.

But this makes it apear that As~
toundinz was the only worthwhile maga—
zine being wblisheds Actually, t h &
whole field was stirring with astivity,
Bosides Astounding's sister publica-
tion, the imcomparable Unknown, there
were such magazines as §t1rr14'= cienge
Stories, Super Sciences Astonish:mg,
Future and Science Fiction, which wore

‘not only publishing some of the {irst

stories by Alfrcd Bester, but the work
of a proup of writers even younger than

those who wrote for AstoundingZe Damon
Knight, James Blish, John Be Michel,
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Robert Lowndes, a n d the stories of a
promising new $#alent, COyril @M, Korne
bluth, who had some 23 stories publishe
ed that year under various pseudonyms
and in collaboration with others of the
IroUPs These storics were uneven in
quality, perhaps, but were gsenuinely-
interesting as experiments in unusual
themes and styles,

level of writing' n o w 4is superior to
what 1t was thene The value of a stoxy
is n ot silanly dependent on how well
done it is, but on whther it presents
us with a new insight, o r a new out=-
look, or 2 new problem, or a new solu-
tiony on h o w much better it is than
what!s bveen done in the past, on what
it promdses for the future. U/hen we
pick up a magazine today we may exhcot

to be nleased, but we don't exoecct to
be surprised, It was almost a monthly
occhirrence i n Hineteen Hvndred Forty
Oneg

That is why I think the science=
fiction f16ld was umch more vital and
exciting in 1941 than it is today, even
if (as some people ¢laim) the gercral

"INSIDE NOTES ON ‘F&SF

T0G THER 7ITH AN ANNOUNCIZENT OF A NV MAGAZINE

By Jeobert 12 Mills

OB ITLIS 1is somewhat the forzotten man of science~fic=—

tion, With full-editor Tony Bousher well-known thruout
the field, ilnaging Editor Robert P, lills has had little
contact with anyone in the fields To the editors of Fgn-
tasy-Timecs h e has been a great help, as he is the boy we
can pick up the phone and got in contact with in connection
with Fantesy & Scicnge Fictigns Tony being a little too far
away e So it was a natural to have Bob give us an article
(2 first, by the way) telling us jucst how ¥&SF is put to-
gether with over 5,000 miles between editor and publishers
After reading page 1 of this issue, we'ro sure all ofy on
will join us in congratulating Bob on his new s~ magazine,

T VANTASY AND SCI.JICI ZICTIQ's sot—
f up is perhaps a 1little different

from other s~f mzazines in that
its editor lives and works in Californ~
ia, an d the pabliching house whith

brings out the macazine is in iTew York,-

This arrangement might seem upreason—
ably complicatéd =- actually it works
quite smoothly, Like this:

Monuscripts all go to Anthony Bou—
cher in Barkaley {2643 Dana St.} Culi~

fornia, and all purchases arc made by
him, with n o advice, suggestions, or
influence fram New Yorice (Thore is one
exccption to that rule — mamuscripts
submitted +to E&SEF by Tony Boucheor are
passed om by an editor in the ew York
office,at the insistence of the author,
editor Boucher feels his judgment might
be slizntly ocloudy in the case of auth~
or Bouchers )

Once a month, Tony sends a tenta-
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tive lincup for the next issuec, togethe
er with edited, blurbed cowyes In the
early days of t h e magszine, neither
Boucher nor Mclomas, tha co~editors,
wore familiar with problems of couy o68=
timating,mapgazine makxeup, and the lilej
they both leaened quickly and thorough-
ly, so that nov the tentative linoup,
based on estimates of the number of pa~
¢ges each story will oeccuypy, is exact to
the degree that a chanme after proofs
ocorie in is mmcessaly no nore ofton tham
once in six months,

Any mamiscript cmtaining any sp-
ecial typographical problems — such as
baseball box scores, nowsnader head=
lines, or crossword puzzle inserts ——
are tabbed by Tony, sometimes with a
suggestion as to h ow thay might be
hendleds F r om that point on, typo=-
graphy a n d layout is handled in New
YOI‘k.

(Incidentally the only time Tony
has asked for editing help was on o st~
ory that contained a rather detailed
description of a baseball game, a sport
with which Tony is’ not as familiar as
he is with foobball, I celiberately
refrain fran identifying the story fur—~
ther because 1 have no wish to be told
how ahout possible errors in’ the batt=-
ins order or the seorekeeping, )

Typography and artwork are under
the general supervision of George Sal~
tery, and he and Joseph'W, Perman, the
publisher, selecct covers, This is one
phase of the oporation whieh conceiv—
ably might ©be better handled if there
were no such large geographicsl dis~
placement betwecen the editor and the
pablishing house there arce times
vhen Tony's opinion on o submitted cove
¢r would be much apnreciated, :

George Salter also advises onins
terior illustrations,which we have used
occasionally in the past, and will con-
tinue to use from time to time, in con-
neetion with stories that seem particu~
larly to demand them, such as serials.,
Ve have no fixed policy on serials, by
the way if ve find a particularly

LY

good novel, we try to make room for its
at the same time,we prefer a few months
between novels, .

All in all, the system works well,
d 0 arisg, of coursc, and

Fmergoneies

on oo every three to four months it
seems necossary to exchange a tclegram
or 110, Put on the whole, no one gets
slippery with sweats

Having heard frequent rumors 1 n
the past t o the effect that FLSTF was
soing bi-nmihily or quarterly or worse,
Itg like to sgy flatly now that no such
thoushts have entered o ur mindg,
Fantasy & Science Fiction does mot have
a_spectacular Sale, and it malres nobody
richy it does, however, have a reason-
ably steady, non-ulcerogenous circula~
tion which teens all conceroned in aof-
fee, if not cuakes,

We hope to achievé the samp status
for Fantasy House, Ince's new magazine
VLNTURE Scicnce Piction, to be pub=
lished on or about October 15th, This
one will not, however, have the same
geographical separation between editor
and ‘wblishing house, Tany Boucher,
already burdened with a full work sch~
edule, will serve as a sort of elder or
advisory editor =~ the chief editorial
seat will be occupied enthusiastically
by me,

VIHTURES will begin as a bi—nonthly
with'a budget slightly wnder that of
FoPe, The slant will be towardas good
adventure stories,whth special emphasis
on story values That is, stories with
bezimings, middles, and cids =~ stor-
ies with susponse and paces Vhich is
not to say tlwt the writing will be on
a juvenile levely well-romded charac~
torization will be important, villains
and heroes will not be flat black and
vhite, improbability will not be sull~
stituded for excitemont, cowboys will
not ordinarily be centrol figuies.

VENTURE!s first issue lead will be
"Wirgin Flanet", a 25,800 word short
novel by Poul Anderson, and the ocover
will be by lumli,

FOOTNOTE

by Anthony Boucher

Bob IMills?! observation of FSF is accu~—
rate, with one exception: He needs a
mirrore Hel!s left his ovm image out of
the pictureg but without him it'd be
impossible for me to edit thoe magazine
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in +this transcontinental manner —— and
probably equally impossible if I lived
right around the corner from 527 Madi-
SOn,

He is the liaison man throuch whom
pass all Berkeley ~ N,Y, discussions of
policy, suggestioms, . agreements an d
rare arguments, He keeps up personal
rapoort with authors (about equally di-
vided between our two territories) and
acents’ (almost entirely i n his bail=
iwick)e H e mnegotiates contracts for
stories, clears rigats on reprints, and
ezcercises options for anthologies, He
sees the magazine througsh t h e press
(also remote, in Concord, N.H.), a n d~
oversees all the attendant problems of
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of interior illustrations, insertidn of
fillers for half-empty pages, etce le
compiles the semi ~ annual index, He
keeps an eye on schedules and jogs me
when I'm slipHing behinds He oatches
editorial errors in judgment ~— two st=-
ories in the same issue with tho same
gimmiekX, for instance, or the incredi-
ble time I lined up a "Best From F&SF"
volume in which every single story hap-
pened on the planet Earth,

In short, h e does all of the wn=
$pectacular, = unrewarding, wmoticed
hard work « « ¢ very much 1like a good
stage manaser, 4And no matter how brile

" liamt your cast and your director, withe

out a first ~ rdte stage manager your.

proofreading, windo ttinge Spotti show!s going to fold in Mew Haven,

'S-F ¢ Fantasy: 1941-1956

By Bill Blackbeard

_ D ILL BLACKBEARD until h e decided to return to the West
! : L Goast was one of the hardest workers on Fagtasy-Zimes.
Most Saturday nights would find him at the editorial office
in Flushing, going over plans with the editors, or at the
Paterson publishing office taring the crank on the Speed~0O-
Print putting the issue out, At odé~times h e would tum
out long-avinded book review$ that he knew the editors would
chop dovm to almost nothings We remember well t h e many
times we had to omit same of his pet news-items because of
lack of space, Yet like so man% of our reporters this neve
er stopped him, Lven today, reports come in, and we always
do our best to use thems, Bill is a soience~fiction author,
a sollector of comics (among other things) and looks enough
like Arthur G, Clarke to have many s~f persomalities mise
take him for Arthur -- even thosc who know Arthur welle Ro-
turn, boy, return, we miss you.

fomded in, say, 1951, or 1931, or even
any other year in the '40's, By chance
FT happencd +t0 commence publication in
preciscly +t h e oOnc year that did, in
many emphatic ways, mark the highest
tidal point @ £ meal progress in the

HE THEME FOR THIS symposiunm, a s
most of the participants must have
realized after brief reflecctiom,
is' no t as arbitrary as it may have
sounded at first, Not nearly so much,
certainly, as it would have had £I bean

.
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CONtent and format of magazine science—~
fiction and 'fantasys did repwesent a
clear division. bYetwecn this spogse and
an almost 1lmmediate degeneration 1 n
format, hepalding a later in content;
did, for " those of us who grew up with
science~fiction an d fantasy in the
130ts, sound ~— with 'a eleaver-thump
Imell ~— the ,close of the period thot
most of us will always rerprd (in the
ocurmlative eontent and format of Compe
bell's Astbunding and Uninorz) as  the
norm, ageinst which all iater altera=
tions and introductions’ i'n the field
would have to be Judged,

In the field of mazazine fantasy
in 1941, Unknown, garbed in the finest
and most dignified series of covers the
pulp rield has ever seecn, illustrated
by 8 matchless Cartier at the hoeipght of
his povers, featuring the highest sus=
tained quality of story and prose ever
encountered’ in pulp fiction, switched
t 0 Dbi-monthly publication and a slow
oollapse of its standards on all fronts
Weird Tales had slumped samewhat balow
its 1938 po: mak o0 £ oontent and format,
due 1ar301y to a change in publisher,
but was still printing a melority of
stories and 1illustrations purchased or
playxmed by the sccond finest editor in
the pulps, Farnsworth Wright, whose
death the year before onded what ap—~
poared * to be a move by Weird Zales to~
‘ward an amalgamation of the Gothic hor=
ror tale and the modern Unknown-~type
of fantasy, and pointed the way to an
abrupt descent beginning in 1942 When
ah adventure pulp editor, Dor¢thy licIl-
wraeith, steered the old maspzine into
an uncharted Avernus o £ tho most un—
spcakable orud ever seen in print, Jts

melancholy way 1it only by the vccas-
ional star o f a ‘Bradbury or Sturzeon
fentasy, Iary Gnaedinger's +twc fine

lmsey reprint magazines, Fanoos Faie
tastic Mysteries and Faptastic Nove n*s,,
largely featur mjg fantasy, did ac mu.l*y
reach their fincst level of cotent and
format in 1942, b u t the plmsge from
this state o £ grace In 1943 was even
nore marked a n d saddening thaa the
slower decline of the other magazines
which began in 1941,

In 1941 magazine science—fiction,

Astounding, of course, was king of them

alle F or the first and last time, a

magazine existod which an overwhelning
majority o £ fans could hail, without
cavil, as the finest in oxistence, I %
incorporated, for a time, all the in-
,tegral elomonts of sujerlative scicnce=
fiction, the same elcements that are to=-
day unevenly divided among the three
"top" magazines in the fizlds Itg in=-
terior make-up, its covers, its storics
and anthors wore incontrevertibly, In
the beginning o £ 1941, the Dbest ovor
asseinble¢d in a single science~fiction
magezings But the sudden jump into the
slick~size format that ycar d i1 d not
predicate, as wa s implicd, another
splendid stop forwardy but rather the
begimiing of a barely sustaincd stasis
-of caatent side by side with a precipi~
tate decline in format, A survey o f
the actual megazines for 1940, 1941 and
1942 will illustrate the point more of=
fectively than I have space for here,
The Thrilling duo, in their tippy~toe
balanco betweon the mire pits of jure
hacic work a nd the grassy plains of
berely adoguate creative fictiom, besan
a slow topple into the forimer in 1941,
which was accelcrated by their lator
resort to quarterly publication through
~out the war ycarse There is,of course,
no point in discussing Captioin Future
and the. Palmer atrocitics in this con=-
texts they had, with thc excoption of
the Burrou_hs storics in the latter, no
heights from which to tumble,

In regard to the rather splendid
little group of auxiliary scioncc~fic=-
tion magazincs which popped into exrist~
enco 8acxyiiy prior to 1941 znd disap=
peared shortly after, think to most
of w8 theoy showed more pvomise, more
individuality, and more quality of forw
mat and content than the majority of
the now titlcs that have appearcd sinoe
the war — and most o £ them yerc ab
their best in 1941,

In sw,
the best ycar scicnce-flction ang fan~
tasy have over seen, i n torms of the
amount o £ good material available in
both catcgorics and the mamner in which
it was aressed up for the reader!s oyo.
0f, course, it is casy to blame the war
for the blight that hit the field, but
it is not so casy to allocate the rcas-—
ons for the seening inability of odit~-
ors and publishcrs to reattain and sur-~

I

them, 1941 was probably

."“- y
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pass the 1941 high wator mark of qual~
ity, especially in the case of Astound-
Jng with its ample’ funds and once-able
editor at the helms, DPerhaps it is so
simple a thing as 2 matter of size:
somehow the digest magazine does not
seom able to opresent the same dignisy
of format that the old pulp size did,
and perhaps dealing with so  smell a
handful o f mgazine has reduced both
editorial taste and judgmemt, and even
authorial ambition, accordingly. Cer-~
tainly =—-= and this will alienate many
Wno have read these words with sympathy
to this point ~-= the highest continu~
ing level of content and fommat in the
postwar years 1 s to be found in the

_______ Cor, Storigs and
Startling Storiesy this seams t 0 mo,
despite the babshell burtés of Bester,
Knight, Sturgscn and others in the gewr
erally wreteael Gelaxy and the occas~
ional neva in Asiowding and Fantasy &
Science figtio, a scifwavidect fact,
demons trable o anvone in the reading
Howewver, . there is no further room
for speculation heroj hut one thing, at
least, is quite olzar, Of alkl the per—
iodicals appearing anywhere in the sci-
ence-fiction and fantasy field im 1941,
only FT has markedly bettered itself in
1956 in cvery way ovor the publication
it was fiftecn yecrs ago, and it secis
likely to continue to do S0,

palp-size Thrillinz Woncor

FANDOM:

1941-006

By Donald . €. Ford

.

"regular" s~f fan and 1 s

\ON FORD walired into a trap when in 1951 he suggested a

new colwm reviewing science~fiction and allied subjects
from mazazines other than the regular s—f magse
ed him that it was a good idea and to go td it.
Don has been o n e of our regular reportorse
most of our reporters do, sends’ in news~itéms now and thon
that you've scen in past issues,
activc in mamy parts of fandome
We could use more like him in fandome

We inform~
Since then
He also, 2s

Don is what weo cail a

T OOKING BACK 15 yecars in the fan-
world, I see a 16t of changes that
have affected meo, - Yrovably . t h e

most notadble chanze is the fact that I
have mor® moncy with which 0 follow my
hobbye N ot as much as I'd like to
have, of course; but enough to be able
to be freco to go t o conventions, buy
magazines, books, fan mags, etcs In

1941 I had to stop and cownt peunies to

be. able to do what today is considered

8 bare minimum,

I think this is generally true of
most fans, There are exccoptions; but

by and large they are in the small mine-
oritys Fans hitch-hiked to fdeaved In
1941 "to attend the 3rd "World Convens
tion"s Today, fans are seriously con=
sidering the charteriag cf a plane to
£ly 75 fans to London, should that city
get the bid for 1957, Anyone writing
of an event 1like that (15 ycars ago
would have been accused o £ using tho
Yyoed" o , ;

Conventions are growing, Attond=~
ance is 5~ 4 times greater than 1 5
years agle In gdditiony-a new phenom—

enon has sprung up in the way of oon~
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ventions, This has finally evolved to
the style set by the MIDVISTCCNS,
These began 1 n 1950 and are bassi on
the idea of a week-énd confarsce with
n o ' formal programe . Corfermces ad
been held before; but they usuzlly tri-
ed to imitate thelr big brectiiers with
speeches, auctions, banquets, o t .
While t h ¢ MIDVESRCONS have some of
these features, the accent is on infor=-
mality and the idea that simply assem—
bling 100 fans and pros togoether in one
place for a week=end 1 s enousghs The
fand, themselves, then proceed to pro-
vide their own amusement,

The OKLACONS are following this
tradition and to an extend the SLiCons
as well, Oveara period of a year one
can look forward to 4, possibvly 5, reg-
ional conferences i n addition to the
"Jorld Con"s SECon, I DJVLSTCOR, CKLA-
CON and WESTHRCONe, I think FPrilly 45—
ally has one each year, too, ' In addi=-
tion to these, every once in a whiles a
olity 1like Buffalo or Detroit triss its
haend at starting u p & new yearly con
for their particular arca.

A newcomer to the sceme, and un-
heard~of 15 years ago, id TATF (Trans~-
Atlantic Fan Fund)e This is devoteds to
the exchanging of a fan represcntative
with England a n d the US as often &3
possible, These representatives are
elected by the fans and thoilr expenses
are paid as far as possibleeesesdepenis-
ing on how suecessful the funmd-rzising
is in the yearly campaigns, T h e e~
ghanges are timed to coincide with the
convention periods, Ken Bulmer was *tre
British TAFF. delegate to Clovsland In
19554 = The US will send a deleazte to
England in 1957 and TAPF is now in the
process of selecting the delegate via a
forthcoming election, Nominaticns for
candidates are open until Septs 30th,
19564 For details, write to: Don Ferd,
Box 1164 Sharonville, Cincimnati 41,
Ohio,

Un to now TAFF is alternating in
sending the representatives from cach
comtry ¢t o the othersg
yoars from now we might be scnding 2 or
3 from each side of tho Atlantioc on ex~
ohange visits, Who knows? Illaybe such
e plan might come’ into existcnce with
dustralia as well,

Thus, fandom has taken on an  in~

but maybe 15°

tormational 1aterest far groater tha n
it nad in 2941, Fans and fan m=gs  Llow
Lregly  aarnss the ocear, Five Amorican
fars  waro 'ui hand abt the Kettoering Con
this Cprinm,  With %he anticlpated low
orineg o £ prates for air travel across
the Atlaniic, 'wo'll see more and more
of this oeach yeare

As far ac the fan mags of 15 years
ago, I can't seo much differences To-
day we merely have better reproduction
and larger oirculation in most fan nagse
Offsct mags arc quite comnone Rapely
do wo see a  haktographcd fan mage TPme
wec have top mnotch fan mags todays -bub
we also have h a 4 them in the past in
about tho camc number, The idea o0 £ a
fan mag being dovoted  to ads came about
after WWIls but the only one left is
FANTASY ADVIRTISIR, which has beon ab~
sorbc¢d by IFSIDE - and . tho ad3 arc now a
smell pertion of the magazing, I think
modern housing, with 1 t & small rooms
and o bascments o r attics has killed
off mnst collectors or would~be colloc—
tors, A "ranch'-style 5-room home on a
oonercte sleb just isn't mado for colw
locting s=f,

in Aprily 1941, I bought my oowy
o £ "Phie Outsidor" from Arrham House,
For about 5 years Lriiam House was
alenc’ in its efforts to bring the fan s
hard cover Dbooks, Fantesy Press gstarte—
el, and so did: Skaste, Gremm, Prime
and 3 . 6r 4 othors whigh produccd one
bock or s 0 and then folded, Howcver,
tiac impact was rcally felt whien Science
Fictica Book Club was started a, fow
ycars agoe Books for $1 apiceccl That
was scmething  the - 0ld-timers novor ,oxe
peetel. to see, oithory Jow thoro are
s 0 many wooks and magazitics coming out
i na yearts time that very fow fans can

oven buy them 211, lct alone rcad tham
alle

I porsonally foel that thereo ig
too muoh s-f todoye I don't like the

idca of not gotting to road it all; as
well a s buy it alles But oven bosides
the purcly scifish viowpoint, therc are
some othor things t o consider, Vhene
ever ony fTield gots too commcrcialized,
it sufforse, We'd b o better off with
haif t h ¢ -magnzines, half the pockot~
books, half the movics, and nonc of the
T~V programs t h a t arc dmped on the
pablic ovory 12 months F o r tho post=-

e

-

|
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the feeling has sprung up

zine gives you 1 or even 2 stories that
you like in an lssuey that it's a pret-
ty good issue, In the days of the '"big
three' ... . dmazing, Astoundins and Won-
dery it was the opposites

I have quit being excited over the
fact that t h e local movis house is
showing a science={iction movie, Hol-
lywood still manages to give it their
treatment, no matter who the original
author is, or what story they boughty
I get about as enthusiastic over that
if you told me

Guy Lombardo was going t o play "ihen
The Saints Go izrching In","

Ina sort of sumingup of 15
years of s-f (I'm leaving the pro field
to someone else) in so far as I am per-—
sonally concerned, it is this: I%'a cne
joying its not making it my way ol life
or being & crusadery I dm't get time
to read all dhat I'd like tog I'w still
collectings and I'm looking fowvard to
the next 15 years, I fully expect to
see Fintasy~Tines there wh en I get
theres Remember one thing: "there's a
Ford in your futurei"

THE WHENCE ASUNDER

By Carry J. Shaw

last yeares DNow he's

ARRY SHAW broke t h e ressssion of the science-fiction
field, when h e came out with Infinity Science Fiction
added another title,-Science F¢cc10‘1

Adventures to his list to aid along the uptrend in science-
fictionsy He first came to our attention as a professional
s-f editor, when h e became :lnaging Lditor of If, and it
looked for a time that he'd grab full~editor of that maga-
zme, but fate decided otherwise, His Infinity (a2s well as
1f, when he was on the staff and now) rate high with t h e
readers and fans, and only time will tell if he'll join the
"Big Three' of the science~fiction worlde

CILNCE-FICTION editors are not | n't change for a while. For betiter or -
S necessarily good prophetss I ve | for worse, I proclaimed, we were prob=
“ably stuck with the apg >roxmate1y 15

been -writing that on a mensal

blackboard over and over again for
weeksy, The prophecy that has inspired
my chagrin is one I made at the conven-
tion at Kettering,England, last Easter,
Asked to describe the state of the sci-
ence~fiction field in America, I said
I thought it had stabilized and would~

| be an article of proedictione

magazines we had then,

You all Xmow how wrong L wase By
the end of this year, five new magezin-
es will have been vorn, One of them, in
fact, is going to be my ownl

Of course, this isn't supnose to
It's only
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suppose to be a comparison of the sci~
encé~fiction field todsy and 15 years
agoe The trouble is, though, that it's
almost impossible t o talk about the
state o f the field as it is yithout
making predictions, Science=Tfiction is
characterized’ b y being In a state of
constant flux, If we try to discuss it
without recognizing that it will have
changed considerably by tomorrow, we'll
wind up talking a lot of nonsense,

Of course, it's fairly easy to
make a brief survey oi the field as it
was 15 years ago, and the thought is
teiptinge Particularly tempting to me,
tecause it was only a little aver 15
years ago that I had. started to read
the science-~fiction majsazines refularly,
and 1 feel a gread deal o f nostalgia
for the period, I was lapping up every-
thing pretty indiscriminately in those
days, and could easily spend all night
in reminiscing, Take that Hallowe'en
nighty for instance, when I came home
from my wild youthful revels with the
crowds dawntown, entered the newsroom
dovmstairs i n our building, and dis~
covered t h e first issue of Cgptain
Future and Planet Stories on sale
TH'RL}]  Ahy how well I remewber mecle
ing by the racks, careofully ‘comparing
the two, and trying to decide which to
buye (The newsdealer finally persuaded
me to take bothy, even though I had to
owe him for ones I ¢ was 2 momentous
night indeedl) :

I soon graduated to readinz only a
handfull of the magazines refularly,but
I went on buying them all for & 1long
times A n d there were a lot of them
then — just sbout as many, coincident—
A}1ly enough, a 8 there will be at the
end of 1956, W e had entered upon a
boom, though probably it would be more
accurate to say we were slightly past
the peak of a boome It w a s, by and
large, a more admirable boom than we've
seen since, apvarently being founded
purcly on the raw courage and inspira-
tiam of the editors and publishers of
the time, rather than o n anything as
goilid as t h e general actentance of
science~fictional concents that stermed
from the Bomb and suche It was also,of
course, a doomed boomg The war ended
it conclusivelys, B u t would it have
oontinued on anything like t h e same

scale eoven if the war hadn't hapoened?
I doubt it, personallys I don't think
the public would have supported it —
and production costs were rising even
‘them, .

It was {un while it lasteds The
field was not only latge, it was-also
increcibly diversifieds I n fact, I
think that diversity wa s 1its chief-
characteristicy Though there were a-
bout 20 mapgazines, and all of thei were
clearly and deliberately aimed at the
enthusiastic science~fantasy audienceya
cursQry inspection might have Iled to
the conclusion that they - had hardly
anything 1 n conmmon, Could the sane
readers possibly have bought, consumed
and enjoyed Astounding, Qﬁptain future,
Fantastic Wovels, ilarvel izles, Scicnce
Piction Quarterly and®tirring Science
Stories? Vell, the same readers could
and did =~ gt least 1 did, But it does
seem prétty unlikely, when you think o~
bout ite :

I don't’ think we'll see sush di~
versity again,  Peovle generally don't
buy pulps b y the dozen, as they did
thens (In fact, to be blunt but accu~
rate about it, "there aren't any dozen
of pulps to buys) Pablishers can't
afiforfl to oxperiment a s much as they
could theng at least, they think they
can't -~ so most of them imitate the
few leadors in the field, Fantasy has
grown extremely unpopular == with pub=
lishers if not with readerss 4nd by no
means teast, there's the matter of lab—~
elling: "science-fiction" has been ac~
cepted into t h e language, everybody '
xnows (or at least thinks he knows)
what it means, and the fans don't have
to go around explaining it and apologi~
zing for it any more, A s a result,
there's hardly a magazine in the ficld
today that doesn't include the words
Yscience~fiction" prominently i n its
titles And vhile this is undoubtedly a
very fine thing in a way, it has also
wdoubtedly led to making the field as
a whole more steregtypéd and less ex~
perimental than is good for any vlable
branch: of literature. .

_ Those who oppose experimentation
Yer se are fond of pointing to the boom
and collapse of two years ago as proof
that they are righte I personailly think
they are junping to false conclusionse
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I think that the last boom-collapse did
prove two things: (1) that there is a
definite upper linmit on the size of the
audience for magazine science-viction,
and (2) that it does no good to imitate
the 1leaders 1in the field if you're
neither vpreceptive enougzh to see why
they are leaders nor talented enougih to
do anything near as z00od a job as they
dOe

And now we seen to be entering on
another period of growthe It may be an-
other minor boom, It may result in an-
other overload,with more magezines com—
ing out than the audionce will support,
I'm fairly leerys; perhaps 15 magazines
is the right number anc 20 is too many.
But there are hopeful signs. For one,
almost all of the publishers who are
bringing out new imazazines are people
wiie ought to xnow what tasy are doing,
For another, what seems to bve a trend
toward action-adventure pure and simple
may turn out to be a disguise for 'a re=-
turn to solid story values, which I
think we need badly, I am, as I've in-
dicated, entirely in favor of lots of
experimentationy but.l think it can be
consideredas proven that an experiment
has t o be carried {(and I cdom't mean
merely sugar-coated) by a complete,
well~rounded story, or it won't be read
e enough peonrle to provide any signif-
icant-results.,

On the wihole, thouzh,I con't think
we ought to spend too mmch time digging
up the paste It's fun, yes, But (and
I come a2t last - to the small kernel f
meaning hidden in the rather forced pun
of uy title)Il don't think it's as help-
ful as locking as clearly as possible
at the present and probable future, If
1 had my way, Id force every new sclee
ence-fiction writer t o read a lot of
0ld science~fiction mafazines —~— the
mgazines themselves, not anthologiess
Then, perhaps, he would avoid a lot of
the mistakes and cliches that most new
writers perpetrate every day. And the
size of my slush pilc would d windle
enormous 1y,

But 1 ¢t wouldn't tell any writer
what to write next. And what's written
next is the most important thing in the
world to us,

| Advertisement =

DS YOUR HULPL

SCII{CE FICTIQN

You are fans, part of '"fandom', one
o £ the most wonderiul evidences of
original though in the world, It is
your duty to supnort t h e pro mags
which form <fandom's 'hitching post',
As a fah of thirty years standing, I
hunbly sugsest that you set asice the
small sum of $1,40 per montk, and buy
the following magazines, It will as-
sure the future of science—fiction,
becanse they are tops! ASTOUHDING
SCITWCL FICTIQN; The liagngine Of Fan~
tasy & Science Tiction; GALAXY; I1f,

Don't let them down, and they won't
let you dovml

Signed: "01d~Time Fmm!
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€7 HERE is nothing one cen say about -Sam loskowitz that has

not been said many times before somewhére in the fan or
mrofessional magazines of science-fictione Saizy, the super—
fan and colléctor, the s~f editor, anthologist, book ro-
viéwer,. etc., €tc., otc.,3 BUT he'll alvays be best Mnown
for his fabulous book, "THE IMIORTAL STORMY, the history of
science-fiction, and in particular, science~fiction fandom,
This amszing work has béen closely Ghecked by numerous fans

anG proclaimed to be 99,99% correct,
ch Sam put into it is almost beyond belief,
we wanted a history of Fantasy-Tiies,

The &mount of resear-
Waturally when
there was only one

boy in science-~fiction that could write it,
"The Science Fiction Historian', Sam HMoskowitz,

and that boy,

HERE'S NOTHING DEATER than yester—

day's news and a classic example

of that axiom i s to be found in
the feature headlines of t h e first,
Septefber, 1941, i s 3 u @ of FATASY~
TIiT:Se They read: "Tremaine Quits As
Lditor Of Comet —~--~ Alden He Horton Is
Tew Editor Of Astonisihing & Super Sci-
gnce ~~ Science Fiction A n d Future
Fiction Combine With October, 1941, Is~
suee"

Most new science~fiction fans have
never heard of Comet and only faintly
of Fy Orlin Tremaine; they will confuse
Super Science Storieg with the new Sup-
er Science Fiction which may be on the
newsstands by the time you read thisg
and probably puzzle over the relation~
ship of 1941's Science Fiction and Fut-~
ure Fiction to today's Sciencg Fiction
Stories and Future Science Fiction.

Granting all that, in 1941 those

headlines were not only big news, they
were scgoop news, A n 4 they launched
what wos t o become the longest~lived

science~fiction news magazine o f all
time,

Editor and publisher of that first
issue was James Vo Taurasi, who had es=-
tablished the historic weeckly Fentasy~
Neus back in 1938, and was the first
editor of Fantasy Fiction Ficld, As~
sociate :editors were Sam Hoskowitz and
Alex Osheroff, ' :

There .was ocompetitione Fantasy-
Uevsg,the field veteran, which was feel=-
ing its age, brought out iss Third An—
‘niversary Issue a month late and was
apoearing more nearly as a monthly than
a weekly, Faptasy Fiction Field, pub-
lished b y Julius Unger, had replaced
Fantasv-ews as the league~leading scie

ence~fiction news weckly and was doing
a good job, featuring each issue photo-
graphic prints of forthcoming science
fiction magazine covers which it pasted
or stapled into blank spots on its mim~
eographed pages, Le Zombig, Bob Tuck~-
er's pomular publication of news, Gom~
ment, satire, humor and bibliography
was maintaining i t s customary high
standard despite lapses into bi-monthly
issuanc o

What was the purpose of FANTASY-
TIMES? Beyond t h e 'kick" that the
young, entlmsaiastic fans got out of
issuing the fan magazine, it was also
to b e the voice of a group of fandom
which no longer had a'thedium in which
t 0 express their views, Fantasy~tlews
had been their publication but it had
been virtually moribund {or many mon~
ths, T h e other two leading papers,
Fantasy Fiction Field and Lg Zoubig,
did not see eye to eye with the editors
of FAUTASY~-TIIES,

A more compelling motive was the
fact that two of the editors of TFAITASY
~TIIES, Tourasi and ioskowitz, were eg-~
onting an d writing science-fiction,
This paper provided a n excuse to see
the editors regularly; t o ocultivate
good wvilly and to Zet their message ac~
cross to the fields

The first three issue were snappi~
ly mimeograpked in green ink on various
golored papers and carried plenty of
hot news, interviews with prominent ede
itors and articles and letters of cur-
rent interest, The slant, then as now,
was heavier on the reporting of profes-
sional than on fan events A proud
feature of the third, November, 1941,
issuey, was a cover by the famous Ag~
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Younding Storigs artist, Elliot Dold,

The fourth issue of FANTASY~TIMES,
dated Second November 1941, was a'mile-
stone ' in fan publishing history. ZIhe
magazine went offset and that was the
very first™ photo-offset sciance~fig-
tion fan mozazine . ever publiched, In
every way the presentation was commende
ables The news was sét up three col-
ums, newspaper styles There were
"mug shots" of t h ¢ authors and fans
with the news stories, and the price
remained 5¢ for a single letter-size
shect, offset on both sides, There
were three such issues, the 1last four
pages in size and then the publication
suffered a hiatus wntil it sppeared in
June, 1942, under the title of Fantasy
Reportars

For many years, scioence-~fiction
fans had been gquick to support to some
degree unusual movements thai caught
their fancy, Like dianettos and shave
erism in recent years, the field then
had its communism, esperanto and tech-
nocracyes T h e Tirst had been pretty
well squelched, the second was tolerat~
ed as "the language of tomorrow'’, but
the third slowly gained adherents even
as the fad of commnism declined, Am—
ong those who had identified themselves
with the technocratic movement weme T,
Biuce Yerke, Robert W, Lowndes, Donald
Ae Wollheim, Hohn B, Illichel, Chester
Cohen, J, Chapman ,6lliské, Hussell J,
Hodgicins and Ray Bradbury,

The entire issue af Fantasy-Repor-
ter was devoted to an expose, nrinted
in two~color offset, r e 4 end black,
(itself an innovation) proving t ha t
technocracy was a n aporoved movemet
encouraged 1 n Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germanys The publication accused adhers
enks of techmocracy of serving the pur~
pose of a fifth colum movemmmt, B8ince
the United States was already at wary
this was virtually the last heard of
the technocratic movermmt in fandom,

It wa s .also virtually the last
hoard o.f Taurasi and lMoskowitz for a

= - -

* Fan magazines had® used photo~offset
before, such as the Paul cover on the
First Anniversary Issue of Fantasy~
Newg in 1939, bdut this was the first
time that the complete magnzine had
been phnto-offsted,

time, since Uncle Sam drafted not only
both of them but also Raymond Ven Hout~
en who hod done the reseapch work on
the expose and had originally borien it
to a dozen friends in a bulletin called
Van Houtcn Says,

I should he noted that Sam ll0glke
owitz became full editor comaéneiung
with the first photo—ofiset issuc,

Nothing further was heard of FAN~
TASY-TINDS until April, 1944, when it
suddenly reappoaréd as a six—page rime
eographed monthly, MosKowitz was now
out of the Army aond Taurasi found hime
gelf stationed close enough to his home
to turn tho mémeograph crank, The rest
of the staff included John Giunta as
art editor and P, Orlin Tremaine as ed~
itorial advisors T h e ‘'mew" FAUTASY=
TIMES attempted to prosent a Tlme mase-

fiction world, The war had consideir=
ably melloved the editors, and the sud=
den oPjectivity of the news presenta~
tion and complete lack of factionalism
proved refreshing to its readers, The
most noteworthy thing about that issue
was the fact that Sam Loskowitz pointed
out that there was a new author on the
rise named Ray Bradbury and that the
boy showed definite ability and was to
boe watched, This was the very first
sizeable notice o f Ray Bradbury as a
scicnce~fiction aathor in any profes~
sional or fan periodical,

For three monthly issues, FANTASY-
PIMES continued in this format, winning
spécial praise for running a recapitu~
lation of all the science~fiction podls
ever taken both by professional science
~flction magazines and fan magazines,
Then Teurasi was shipped to France and
without anyone to turn the crank, lMos=
kowitz put the magazine into mothballs,

On the 11th of August, 1945, only
a few doys after the Hiroshima A~bomb,
in the mess~hall of the Hotel Dufayel,
Port Heddquarters 'in Le Havre, France,
James Vo Tourasi w a s cheered by the
prospect of stowing away the steakx din~
ner the Amy had provided him for that
day, At precisely 11340 a.me, Taurasi
took his eyes off the tray and pecred
into those 0f Raymond Van Houten, Fat-
orsony NeJsy £ o1, seated across the
table fraa him, The reaction cammot

| be libera®ly described and the reader

zine-style cofmentary o n the scicenoce ”

—
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must substitute his imagination’ for the

writer's rhetorical breakdowm, o
dgggs later the Continental Edition of

TTASY~II2I.S was bornt

-Lditors of this strange offshoot
were Sgte James Ve Taurasi and Sgte Ray
Van Houten, Pacific Correspondent was
Cpls Alex Osheroff, and Civilian Cor-
respondent was Mr, [ex~Prt,) Sam llosk—~
owitze T h e publication, put out on
govermaent equipment, ran almost weekly
in two page mimeographal form for 1 &
issues, ? he feature thene running

throughout t h e overseas editions of |

FPATTTASY~TIMIS was a continuous condemm~
ation of RAYIIOND A, PALEER and the
Shaver iystéry i n the strongest pos-
sible terms, S o wvitrioliec were the
criticisms that Palmer must have felt
that the entire U.S, Army was against
himng The Continental Edition enjoyed a
heavy free circulation to those in sers
vices

Meanwhile, back at thw ranch, Sam
Moskowitz, with the aid of Corry de 1la
Ree, turned out a 10th nwmber of- the
regular edition of FANTASY-TIMES, dated
December, 1945, This issue ran an ar—
ticle by llockowitz entitled "By T h e
Waters Of Lethe, Or The Forgotten lan
Of Science “idtion', referring to David
Hs Keller, D, Lncouraged by this ap-
preciation, Dr, Keller dramatically re-
turned to science~-fiction a short time
later, creating a flurry of interest in
nis work that continued uantil 1951,

Seven months later, July, 1946,
Moskowitz again brought out an issue of
the publication . to fulfill hsi annual

requirements for The Fantasy Amatcur
Press.Association, an organization of
scientifietionists. which requires that

each of its members publish o r have
published eight pages of material for
distribution through quarterly mailings
in order to retain mamberships

In the interim, Taurasi had been
released from the Argy and as a hobby
began t o publish a four-page weekly,
half-letter-size, titled T h e Cosmic
News Letter, This periodical, lasting
for, five issues, published news stories
of the fantasy world and did a Credit-
able job under the circurstances,

Taurasi then asked Moskowitz for
return of the title "Fantasy~Zimes',
since the latter was now editing Un—

gor's Faontasy Fiction Field, which had
metamorphosized into a professionally

printed publication with the euphasis
upon’ collecting information rather than
Nnews e

Receiving clearance of the title
from iloskowitz, Taurasi, disdaining
superstition, resumed publication of
FANTASY~TIMLS a s a weckly newspaper
with' theé 13th number, dated August 16,
1946,

Bigmest competition of the period
from Fanews Combined With Fanews-
card, a fan publication issued by Valt
Dunkelberger which, even today, holds
the record for the greatest number of
issués cver published by a fan maga—
Zine, Fangws was unquestionably tie
leader at the time, publishing ecditions
daily wihen the news warranted ite, :

Howover, with the aid of a staff
compos 6d of Hoskowitz, Yan Houten, Oshe
eroff, Joe Komiocy and Thos.S, Gerdner,
qumsy-r*llgs tumed in a good perior—~
mance, presenting the news in headline
and naws colwm fashion.

Forty~mme weckly issues followed,
many of them four pages, letter ~ size,
as. the paper's doverage of the field
gradually extended, However, by the
June 6, 1947, issue, Taurasi found that
the.ordeal of mailing the publication
every week w a s beginning to tell on
him, Beginning with August, he switch~
ed to monthly publication, jumped the
price from five cents to a dime and ran
twelve to thirty pages an issue, The
cnphadds was laid on columists rather—
than news stories, JBach issue had a
cover, which soémetimes was a contents
page, Readers! Digest style. Occasion~
ally a feature article was publisheds
The columnists covered every phase of
the ficld:s magazines, books, moving
pictures, theatre, fandom, collecting
and were written b y such well-imown
figures of thc time as Bob Tucker,Thos.
Se Gardner, Ray Van Houten,David Kishi,
Alex Osheroff and others, The readers!
colurm ran many pages and was Jjamed
with fascinating controversy by leading
figures in the field,

During 1947, Taurasi exporimented
with 't h e .Record Edition of FANTASY~
TIMES, Three two~sided 78 rpm records
were cut and two of them were played at
mectings of the ESFA, .

came
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With the February, 1948, number,
FANTASY~TINES dropped 1its covers and
began to use headlines and front page
news again, rcturning to tho newspaper
format with three colwums to the page.
This switch was of short daration, cove=
ers and magazine format being resumcd-—
with t h e June mumber, when Taurasi
found he no longer had the time to sten-
c¢il the three~colwm pages,

Big things were in the wind, Sci~
ence=fiction, wirich had becn heading
towvard a boom when the war curtailed
paper supplies, had been nainstakingly
slow in picking up momentum againe. The
fantasy book field had boeen experiencw
inz the greatest boom‘in its history,
primarily due t o the efforts of fans
who went into the book publishing busie
nessy Now, however, the general book
publishers were e’mterinn the fieldy new
magazine titles were heoing emnounced,
and old ones werec beinz revived, Zhe
great climb toward the bubble~busting
end of 1952, when 34 fantasy titles ap—
pearcd o n  thé stands simultaneously,
was in progresse No monthly could hope
to bring fhews of the lightning changes
to its readecrs swiftly enough to justi-
fy a standing as a newspapers, Aware of
this, Taurasi.made a decision to go
semi~nonthly with his foveumber numbers
Vy this time, Fgnews was publishing so
sporadically as not to be Gonsidered a
contenter in the news field, \

Other notable science~fiction news
fan magazines, such as Jack Speer's and
James Hevelin's S$TF; Donn Brazier's Im-
Iersand Robert L, Stein's Dyrmany, pub=
lished during the years described, All
of those publications 'were 1liked by
their readerships, and accomplished in
their o wn fashions. outstanding navs
coverages FANTASY-TINIIS, with its ste—
ady-paced, yoar-ing year-=out publica~
tion schedule and its ability to chinge
to mect the needs of the times, surviv~
ed tham all,

A British Edition (2 to 4 pages)
was besun  in Septembor, 1948, so that
British fans, who could not subscribe,
oould get FANTASY~PIIES., It was edited
by Van Houten and published monthly,
Later i t was renamed "International
Bdition and published partly in Spanish
until the ‘Spanish Editiom came along
(sec below)s Later, when Milcross be-

came agant for FANTASY~TINES in Ingland
the cdition was discontimucd,

As a semi-monthly publication, FAl-
PASY~TINGS averafjed oight pages por is=~
sue, plus covers, T h o first Inside
page uswally oarriecd a headline, news—
paper style, featuring the most import—
ant occurrence i n the fantasy world
since the preovious issues Beyond that,
the news was defty sumiarized in a
group of regular colums, . Somotimes a
news ovent of importance or special in-
tercat received picture trcatment on
the cover, such as the announcement of
the first issue of Mag Of Fantasy & S—¥
Mexico's Hos (h;entos Fantasticos, amd
Britain's New Varlds, but gencrally the
cover mmply carried an illustration or
cartoon symbolic of scicnce~fictions

The riso of the MNexican sciecnce
fiction magazine, Los Cuentos Faontasti-
cog led Taurasi to issue a Spanish lan~-
sauge edition of FANTASY-TIIES titled
Picmpo~de-Fantasia, the first issue of
which was dated Scptiembre, 1949, Af~
tecr a few issues, the novelty of the
idca wore off an d the demand being
small, the edition was discontinucd, -

The 100th ‘issue of FANTASY-IMES
was dated Feb, 2, 1950, and went to 30°
pages to aommem orate t h e occasioﬁ;
Peature articles of news interest were
run by David H, Keller, D, Raymond A,
Palmer, Thos. Ss Gerdner, F Orlin Tre~
maine, Mary Gnaedinger, Sam Moskowitz
and Bob Tucker, 'in adaition to all the
regulay foatures,

The cover was dropped fram FAJTASY~
TIIES the following issuc, which hoad~
lined the decath of Ldgar Rice Burroughs,

Releases of new publications, books and
changes in the scienco-fiction and fan—
tasy world had reached so great a num=
ber now that almost every issue there
were itams worbh displacing the cover~
for in order to get them into the maga~
zines Only two morc covers werc used
after the Burroughs amouncemeont and
then FANTASY~TIIES adapted its front
page to nowgpaper styles Illustrations
that would have made newsworthy covers
were still run, but inside the publica—
tion.

As the field boomed, "extras" be~
came more froquent and headlincs began
to crowd tho regular colums, Heny is-
sues ¢arried n o0 item relative to the
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fan world whatsoever, and whemn it did,
they usually covered important oonven-
tions or really outstanding mectings,

FANTASY-TIMES was never afraid to
take a stand vn a controversial subjects
Just as it had unrelentingly castigated
Peluer for the Shaver Hoax, it turned
full $ilt against Hubbard's dianeties
featuring many blasts agianst the move~
ment in 1951,

Though FAITTASY=~TIIILS played down
fan news, The Fantasy Yeterans Associa~
tion, formed b y two of its editors,
Jemes Vo Taurasi and Ray Von Houten,
sponsored the First FamVet Dzy conven~
tion on April 22, 1951, to raise funds
to send science~fiction magazines t o
fans i n the Armed Forges overseas, =
This service 1 t continued to perfomm
until long after t h e Korean Var was
over, sending thousand of science~fiCw
tion magazines, free, to fans stationed
in parts of the world where they were
unable to obtain any of their favorite
literature, At present Fan-'cts is in
mothballs,

At this time the average issue of
FANTTASY~TINES was deduced to only six
pages, but actually this was because
circulation was increasing and the ed=
itors were hard~prcssed t o crank the
mireograph handle fast enough to Till
the demands The news coverage, if any-
thing, improved, reaching a peax of
preciseness in its Scptember, 1951, is~
sue, which had Sam Lloskowitz relzy the
New Orleans convention renort by tele—
graph, and an extra was rushed out pub~-
lisuing the telegrams as recékved,

FANTASY~TIMES turned out anothér
banp-up 30-pade issue for its 10th Ane
niversary, September, 1951, running
foatures by ¥, Orlin Yrémaine, Damof
Knight, Lester Mayer, Jrs, Thos, D,
Gordner, Jerome Bixby, Lloyd A Eshbadh,
William Ee Hamling, plus many others,

It °should b e noted that Arthur
Jean Cox, a west—coast fan, had boen
contributing colums for several years
to FANTASY-TIMES which had been of such
great news interest that the magazine's
readers again and azain voted him their
favorite columist, Lester Mayer, Jre,
writing a screen coluwm, contributed
notably as wells :

The task of mimeographing FAITTASY=
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TIIJES had vecome so great that the od-~
itors decided to gamble on a continual~
1y rising revemue, and with the October
1st, 1951, nwiber, resumed the use of
the form of reproduction pioneered by
that publication in 1941, photo-offscis
This lent itself to the use of a great
mny pictufes" resultingJ in a real
semi~professional apnearancacs

Six issues were published in this
manner, broken only by one mimepgraphed
"extra!' announcing that Paul Faimmaen's
naw sciehce~fiction magazine would be
called 1f, Fourteen more offset igsues
were published in slightly reduced page
size, four pages to the issue instcad
of the prcvious two, Tese issues had
type set for the hcadlines,

Rising costs forced FANTASY~TILILS
to resuwne mimeogravhed formmat again—
with its 2nd August, 1952, nunbers A
realignment of the work among the board
of editors made it possible to continue
publication in this mamner despite the
increasing circulation,

The profgssional coverage of FAll
TASY-TILS had been so caaplete that it
also included coilic magazines publish-
ing science~Tiction, Surveys conducted
by the publication rcvealed that such
news was thoroughly umpopular with 2

*very high percentage of the readerships

Acting upon this information, T-urasi
cut most comic * news from the publicam
tion an d issued a four-page monthly
sheet titled Fantasy-Comics, the first
issue of which was dated September—Oct~
obor, 1952, Lack o f interest by the
readership a s well as lack of time~
forced suspension 0f this companion af~
ter fiftecn issues,

Things were now taking an oainous
turn  in the professional science~fickw
ion ficlde /hereas for the past throe
years FATTASY~TIIES had been hard~press-—
ed to eram in all the news of new pub~
lications and bookxs that were aprearing
in t h e fantasy world, now, although
there were still amnouncements of new
publications, side by side with these
were run notices of suspensions of pub-
lications, cut-~dovns 1 n frequensy of
publication, changes of editorship and
cut~backs in pages and rates, IThe sat-
uration point h a d been reached, the
bottm was dropping out of the fields,
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In feast and in famine, FANTASY~
TIIT3S continued to do its job welle It
published another o f 1ts special 30~
Eagve issues, with a cover by Frank R.

aul, to celebrate i1ts 200th nwnbor, A4

note of gloom keynoted the .contribus
tions of the usual list of headliners,
which included Sammel liines, John Vie-
tor Peterson,’ Groff Gonklin, iary Snae~
dinger, . Thos, 8. crdner and Wme L,
Herdling, In this issue Sam lloskowitz
touched. off a volcano of rcastion by
stating: "The editor and even the writ-
er mgy get tired of a. perpetual 'sense
of wonaer! and sincercly in the stoiies
he recads, but the reader nover does, 4
decision will have to be made whether
scicnce~fiction magezines, are edited
ior the pleasure o f their editors oxr
ror their readers',

Trouble had madc the ficld more
contemplative and en increasing number
of rcally informative letters Began to
armpear in FANTASY~TINMES, uncovering as-
nects of the abortive boom that had not
been considered heretofores

Henavhile FANTASY~TINGES continued
on, reporting t h e news as received,
maintaining a constant vizil at the
side’ of the sick body of science-~ficm
tion, Slowly things have begmun to
brightene N o one is collepsing any
longer, Five new titles have becn an-
nounced for the fall and possibly more
Why theso dociddd to pub=
lish no one quito understands, Cc¢rtain=
ly n o air of prosperity porvades the
science~fiction field but a modest note
of hope and optimism has returnod,

For fifteen years, through the ebd
and flow of events and ups and dowms of
the fantasy field, FANTASY~TI!TIS h a 8
gontinued to yiblish what must now be
recoymized as the most limportant and
complote refercnce o f£f eovents 1n its
field during st least tho past tam of
those years, to be found anywhere,

TANTASY-TLIES occupies the unique
position of being the only trate journ=-
2]l of the science -« fiction industry,
The very small volume of advertising it
carries makes intimidation o¥ the pudb
lication virtually impossibvle, Hore we
have the unparallelled situation of a
gréup of men, the editors, publishors
and oontributors of FANTASY~TIITES, car-—
rying on the vital function of gather—

.

ing ond disvensing news and information
to an industry on a S0lfless hobby bas-
isy and for t h e good of the entire
field, Tho "Hugo' FAITASY~TINMIS won at
the Cleveland Convention , last year for
its service to scicnce~fiction indic-
ates. that the scicnce~fiction world is
aware of the invaluable function it has
performed and will continug to nerforms

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FREE CATALOG of stf., fantasy, weird
bobks & magazines. Summer issue now
out. Write today. Gerry de la Ree,
277 Howland Ave,, River Edge, NJ.

Patrons of
MILCROSS BOOK SERVICE

ATTENTION!

BEGINNING ON 24 August 1956, The
MILCROSS BOOK SERVICE will be known as

HM.
JOHNSON

And the new address is:

16 ROCKVILLE RD.
BROAD GREEN
~ LIVERPOOL 14, ENGLAND

O

STILL THE SAME superior service
in’ the delivery of British Science
Fiction Books and Magazines, Recom-
mended by FANTASY-TIMES, which has
uséd this service for years.

Youtre missing some of today's
best s-f if you're not reading the
British s~f mags. Get them from H.M.
JOHNSON British Book Servicé!
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